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Our series of denominational Sunday-school articles 
covers this week the field of the Reformed Episcopal 
Church ; and Bishop Cheney tells of that field. 


In giving a sketch of the first Christian martyr, 
the venerable Bishop Lee gives also a sketch of the 
Apostolic Church, for the benefit of our readers. It 
will be remembered that Bishop Lee is the one Ameri- 
can Bishop among the New Testament Revisers. 


“Nothing can work me damage but myself,” said 
Saint Bernard. It is not falsehood, but truth, that has 
power to permanently harm a man—if harmed he be. 
Slander and misrepresentation are very discomforting 
in their time ; but they are only for a time: and they 
cannot be destructive. As it has been said, even the 
mud which sticks and soils for a while will brush off, 
if only left until it is dry. If you are misunderstood 
and vilified by others, have no fear for the result, so 
long as you are true to God and true to yourself. 

“The nimble lie 

Is like the second-hand upon a clock ; 

We see it fly ; while the hour-hand of truth 

Seems to stand still, and yet it moves unseen, 

And wins at last, for the clock will not strike 

Till it has reached the goal.” 
“Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him; 
and he shall bring it to pass. And he shall bring 
forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment 
as the noonday. Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently 
for him.” 


There are few losses which do not bring with them 
seme sort.of.compensatory gains. If there is a dis- 





advantage in being so deaf that even a Hallelujah 
Chorus fails to penetrate your ear, there is consolation 
in the thought that the amateur violinist in the next 
house has no power, so far as you are concerned, of 
making music hideous. No one esteems short-sighted- 
ness a blessing to be prayed for, and yet a plausible 
argument might be constructed on the moral advan- 
tages of being near-sighted. The soft haze, with 
which the prospect beyond a few feet from one’s nose 
is invested, is not un-beautiful in itself, and if it shuts 
out some pleasant sights, it also excludes those which 
are not so attractive; and so conduces to equanimity 
of thought and temper. And even when sight itself is 
taken away, there isa certain compensatory gain ; on the 
faces of most blind persons there is a pathetic peace 
which contrasts strangely with the unrest shown in 
the faces of those who see. What is the moral of all 
this? Simply that we should look less at the losses 
and more at the gains; and be more quick to learn 
the lesson which God would teach when he takes 
away the first and inferior good that he may establish 
a second and better. 


Prosperity brings with it more dangers than does 
adversity, and a greater, because less obvious, need of 
unwavering trust in God. There is, therefore, singu- 
lar infelicity in the reason which The American of 
Philadelphia gives for its approval of the omission of 
the words “In God we trust” on the new five-cent 
piece. That paper thinks that, as a fact, the senti- 
ment of the people on this subject has changed, and 
that “it would be but hypocrisy and cant for the 
nation to continue on its coinage the assertion of a 
trust which it does not now earnestly feel.” If the 
nation has ceased to trust in God, then so much the 
worse for the nation ; but the omission of four words 
from a new coin is no proof of such a change,—a man 
may continue to trust in God without advertising that 
fact on the rim of. his hat. But present prosperity 
means present danger, and at no time in the history, 
of the world, or of America, was there more reason 
for men and nations to fear, lest when herds and 
flocks multiply, and silver and gold is multiplied, 
their hearts be lifted up, and they forget the Lord 
their God, and to pray the old-time prayer of the 
Christian Church : “In all time of our prosperity ... 
Good Lord, deliver us.” 


In the long run, morality and expediency are found 
to be coincident. Truth and honesty prove more 
prudent and politic than false speaking and false 
doing, however they may seem to hinder or endanger 
one at the start. As the old sailor expressed it, “ God 
has somehow so fixed things that a fellow can afford 
to do about right in this world.” In no sphere is 
this principle more obviously applicable than in that 
of church building. To build a house of worship and 
call it the Lord’s house, without paying for it, is a 
dishonest transaction. To say that it is the Lord’s 
house, when it is mortgaged to a money-lover, and is 
liable to be sold for debt and then used for a distil- 
lery, is a contemptible sham, as disgraceful to those 
who make the claim as it is dishonoring to the cause 
in behalf of which the claim is made. Better, far 
better, a tent or a barn as a place of worship, with no 
debt on it, than a showy stone structure, with stained 
glass windows, and the stained escutcheon of a builder’s 





mortgage. This truth is steadily gaining in its hold 
of the Christian conscience ; and churches with a debt 
upon them are fewer and fewer. But once in a while 
a marked illustration of a blunted moral sense on the 
part of a particular congregation stands out as a token 
of the need of reiterated teaching on this subject. 
Here, for example, comes the report, in one of the 
San Francisco papers, of a church dedication in that 
city, where it was coolly and deliberately stated by 
one of the trustees, “that the debt of ten thousand 
dollars had been purposely,contracted so that the 
church might have something to do.” There are 
churches which find an incentive to Christian activity 
in the call of Christ and in the needs of sinners; but 
it would seem as if this church could work better 
under the pressure of a—mortgage! This is a novel 
method of promoting church activity. It is the “do 
or die” stimulus with a vengeance ! 





ZEAL BEFORE TACT, IN WORK FOR SOULS. 


A favorite suggestion of Satan to Christian disci- 
ples is, that they are liable to harm the cause of their 
Divine Master by pressing his claims on unbelievers 
without special tact and timeliness; and that they 
had better say nothing for Christ than to speak amiss. 
And there is no suggestion of Satan that Christians gen- 
erally are readier to lend a listening ear to; for it comes 
with such a reverent air, and such an obviously pious 
intent, “as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.” 

Tact is a sensitive apprehension of another’s condi- 
tion and needs and modes of thought and feeling, and 
a considerate adaptation of one’s words and acts to 
another’s special requirements. Tact is a very good 
thing for a Christian disciple to have; and tact is a 
very good thing for a Christian disciple to display if 
he has any to display. Tact is as good in its place as 
genius ; and it is just about ascommon. But neither 
tact nor genius is divinely made a condition of salva- 
tion, or of Christian discipleship ; nor is it emphasized 
in the Bible as the first requirement of a faithful wit- 
ness to the truth, or of an acceptable servant in the 
work of inviting guests to the gospel feast. In fact, 
the emphasis commonly laid on the importance of 
tact in work for Christ is so thoroughly unbiblical 
that Satan—with all his adroitness in quoting Scrip- 
ture in the line of his suggestions—rarely appeals to 
the Bible on this point. The best he can do is to 
pervert a text or two for the uninstructed disciple ; 
as when he refers to “ zeal” which is “ not according 
to knowledge ”’—a tribute of hearty praise which Paul 
gave to the Jews, when he commended them for their 
earnestness, whatever else they lacked. 

In all this matter of work for souls, the Bible 
emphasizes love and zeal as before and above tact; it 
puts the inner spirit of outgoing kindliness and of 
dead-earnestness as vastly more important than the 
externals of method and manner. “ Ye are my wit- 
nesses,” says Jehovah to his people. “ Ye shall be 
my witnesses ... unto the uttermost part of the 
earth,” says Jesus to his disciples. “Testify,” 


“Declare,” “Preach,” “ Exhort,” “ Bid,” “Warn,” 
“ Entreat,”’—these are the injunctions to the wit- 
nesses. But what if the unbelievers will not hear? 
“Thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether 
they will hear, or whether they will forbear ;’—that 
“ If 


is the Lord’s command to his faithful witness. 
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thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, 
that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his 
blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless, if 
thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it ; if 
he do not turn from his way, he shall die in his 
iniquity, but thou hast delivered thy soul.” Nor is it 
alone the priest or the public preacher who is to witness 
for his divine Master. Until all shall know the Lord 
aright, those who do know him have a duty to teach 
“ every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, 
saying, Know the Lord.” And lest there should 
be some question about the timeliness of this witness- 
ing, the inspired apostle adds the injunction: “ Be 
instant in season, out of season, reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with all long-suffering and teaching.” Net 
much ground there for Satan’s suggestion to be cau- 
tious about timeliness and tact in your witnessing for 
Christ ! 

When a cause fairly has a man’s heart, all that the 
man is and has is at his heart’s disposal for that cause. 
If he has tact or genius, he will use it in that direc- 
tion; but if he has neither tact nor genius, he will do 
more without either of these helps than a man who 
has them both could do by their aid, in the absence of 
a heart full of loving zeal. Tact is worth very little 
without zeal. Zeal may be worth a great deal witl - 
out tact. Hence zeal should be given the foremost 
place in all counseling of Christian disciples to fidelity 
in their work as Christ’s witnesses, and as heralds of 
salvation by Christ. 

If a hotel is on fire in the dead of night, the ser- 
vants have more need of zeal than of tact in their 
efforts at arousing the sleeping guests. The more tact 
they have the better, at such a time as at every other ; 
but the most awkward and bungling servant in that 
house ought not to hold back from giving the alarm 
because he might fail of doing it gracefully. Better 
would it be that he should rush from floor to floor 
and hammer at the sleepers’ doors with a wild and 
terrified cry, than that he should quietly withdraw 
himself from the burning building, and leave its 
unconscious inmates to perish, because{ forsooth, he 
“never could have tact in such a matter.” There 
may be a danger from overzeal in a case like this; 
but that danger could never hold comparison with 
the danger of a lack of zeal. So, far more, is it true 
in the higher sphere of zeal for endangered souls. 

As a practical matter, it is zeal rather than tact 
that has power for Christ in winning souls; and it is 
a lack of zeal rather than a lack of tact that paralyzes 
Christian effort in this direction. Instances can, per- 
haps, be named where overzeal in behalf of souls has 
offended those whose welfare was sought without dis- 
creetness in the time and manner of approach ; but 
for every instance of that sort a hundred, if not a 
thousand, cases could be pointed to, where those who 
needed invitation or warning received no personal 
word of loving counsel or of earnest entreaty from 
Christian disciples who were with them, or who passed 
them by, but who lacked the zeal to speak the needed 
word, Moreover, even the few persons whom any of 
us could name as notable illustrations of overzeal in 
personal pleadings for Christ, would probably be 
found to have won far more souls to their Saviour, 
than can be counted as the result of all the prudent 
holding back from lack of tact on the part of all the 
Christian disciples in our acquaintance. 

Just think of it for a moment, in your own sphere 
of influence and of observation. How many irre- 
ligious or unconverted persons have you spuken to | 
directly, in words of loving regard for their spiritual | 
welfare, within the last month? How many persons | 
of that sort have you met, and spoken to on one sub- | 
ject or another, meantime? How many persons out 





serious offense to another by expressing your loving 
desire for his salvation—without showing tact in your 
mode of approaching him? Is there not pretty strong 
evidence that you have neglected a great many impor- 
tant opportunities of speaking both a needed and a 
timely word of this nature, because of your lack of 
zeal for souls? What, then, is your present more 
important need—tact, or zeal? Judge ye. 

There are thousands of persons attending at our 
sanctuaries, week after week and month after month, 
who long to be spoken to for Christ by Christians. 
There are tens of thousands in our city streets and 
along our country roads who need to be spoken to for 
Christ by Christians, whether they long to be spoken 
to or not. Many of these would reach forward gladly 
at the first zealous word of loving interest in their 
behalf, and would respond to the word of invitation 
to the Saviour’s service, however bunglingly that word 
might be spoken by the zealous disciple of Christ. 
Many another would be grateful for the spirit which 
prompted such a word, even though unready to 
respond to it by turning at its call. Rarely, rarely 
would one thus addressed be repelled from the speaker 
or driven further from the Saviour, by such a word. 
Can you question this? Those who have tested the 
truth at this point, in widely varied fields of service 
and in a long series of years, would one and all assure 
you that, in almost every conceivable case, it will be 
found that a loving and earnest word of interest in 
another’s spiritual welfare is gratefully welcomed ; 
and that in far more instances than the most sanguine 
worker has anticipated, the person thus pleaded with 
responds with hearty acquiescence. Yet those same 
experienced workers will tell you that at the last, as 
well as the first, they have heard the whispered sug- 
gestion of Satan, that they were liable to endanger 
the Saviour’s cause by speaking out in this particular 
instance, since it might prove an unseasonable word, 
or its method might lack tact. 

If you have tact, use it in witnessing for Christ in 
your sphere. Use it at every opportunity that offers. 
Use it in showing your interest in the personal reli- 
gious welfare of every individual of your acquaint- 
ance who is yet without a living interest in your 
Saviour as his Saviour. If you have no tact, see to it 
that you have zeal ; and then use that zeal just as you 
would use tact if you had tact. If there comes a 
whisper to you, “ Have a care not to use zeal without 
tact, in the dear Saviour’s service!” whisper back 
again, or speak it right out, “Get thee behind me, 
Satan!” and then go ahead and “ witness.” 





. NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


How much of fruitless discussion would be saved if 
men who want to argue a question would first make sure 
of the plain facts in the case! An earnest brother in 
Connecticut is exercised over the question: 

Was Peter justified in causing the death of Ananias and 
Sapphira? 

As for himself, our correspondent says—speaking col- 
lectively: “ We doubt it.” Yet he modestly adds: 

It is not for us to judge an apostle. He may have been 
divinely moved for once to do a strange work ; but we should 
be slow to follow impulses which lead contrary to Christ’s 
teaching and example. : 

Inasmuch as the Bible text does not say that Peter 
caused the death of Ananias and Sapphira, we see no 
reason for judging Peter on the score that possibly he 
did what he was not justified in doing; nor yet for pub- 
lishing a series of objections to Peter’s course, in case he 
had any part in that transaction beyond what is recorded 
ofhim. If our Connecticut correspondent, or those who 
are represented by him under the collective “we,” are 


really inclined “ to follow impulses” in the direction of | 


| Peter’s possibly pnjustifiable action, we are glad to em- | put he is responsible for his character. A man’s “ dis- 


| material in our pages. As an illustration of the scope 
and variety of these questions, we give herewith a few 
of the many recently received by us, with brief running 
notes in response to them. 

A New York State reader goes back to the beginning 
of things, and asks: 

If Adam, when in the garden of Eden, had not sinned, would 
the increase of the human race have existed as it now is, or 


would the garden have remained with the two human beings 
only ? 





And again: 


Did Noah, when he was intoxicated, get so on unfermented 
| wine, or fermented? ... Will unfermented wine intoxicate ? 
is the sum total of my question. 


| Really, we have no idea what would have been the 


Adam hadn’t sinned. All our time and energies are 
uow taken up with practical matters that grow out of 
the terrible fact that he did sin, and that his descend- 
ants—ourselves included—have in this thing followed 
his example. 

About the intoxicating effect of “ unfermented wine,” 
we do not feel sure. We have seen men and women 
more than “ boozy ” on what they called “sweet cider.” 
After Noah’s day, home-made wine of any sort seemed 
to have such possibilities of drunkenness in it, that the 
total-abstinence pledge for the Nazarite declared: “‘ He 

. shall drink no vinegar of wine . . . neither shall 
he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist grapes, or 
dried.” That looks as if the dangerous element was 
supposed to work in the grapes as soon as they softened. 
Plump, solid grapes, eaten from the bunch, are not 
intoxicating. Beyond that, we have our doubts. 

From Ohio, a subscriber writes : 

There is, to me, a strange question, and I confess that it is 
sometimes a puzzling question, going the rounds of religious 
cireles of Ohio and Kentucky. It is as follows: We are made 
partakers of the divine nature by our sufferings, and we are 
regenerated and cleansed by the same, and there is a condition 
from which we cannot get out until wesuffer out. Yet, again, 
I hear from one equally as good perhaps: He that is suffering 
is on the Devil’s territory. Will you please set an inquiring 
mind right on this question? 

It is evident that the “ religious circles of Ohio and 
Kentucky,” as thus represented, need more Sunday- 
schools, and closer attention to Bible study. It looks as 
if our inquirer had been puzzled by some of the unscrip- 
tural teachings of “ Universalism.” Our sufferings can 
never regenerate us, nor cleanse us, nor make us par- 
takers of the divine nature. Our only hope of salvation 
is by trusting ourselves wholly to Christ, and then by 
enduring in Christ’s service just as much suffering, or 
just as little, as comes to us in the line of that service. 

Another Ohio reader strings together enough theologi- 
cal questions to keep all the debating societies of a con- 
tinent in lively discussion for an entire winter. They 
come in this shape: 

It’s a great gratification that some men are in positions to 
command answers to every hard question. And now, we wish 
to know whether man is above his will ; is above and superior 
to his nature, and so is the only creature that can change its 
own nature. When God says, “‘ Put off the old man which is 
corrupt, and put on the new man,” does he not command all 
men to right about face and change their own natures? If man 
cannot change his own nature, is he to blame for having it? 
If a mancan change it, how long would he be reasonably allowed 
to do it? Can aman be said to have changed his own nature 
when he loves the very things he once hated, and hates the 
very things he once loved?) What is the difference between char- 
acter and nature? Can a man with a bad natare, with bad, 
vicious impulses, be able to put on a good, sound, moral char- 
acter, and does he deserve really the more credit for rising above 
and subduing his own bad nature? May not a man with agood 
nature, with naturally good impulses, sink down, and become 
a man of a very bad character ? Is a man responsible to God for 
inherited and acquired bad nature, and is it because he can 
at any time change his own nature, or, which js the same thing, 
have it done? Can a man’s nature be truly said to be a power 
behind the throne greater than the throne itself? Is the fact 
of having a bad nature sin, or is it only sin when the bad 
nature is not ruled as with a rod of iron? 

A man’s “nature” is that which is common to his 
race; a man’s “character” is that which marks him 
peculiarly, which stamps him individually, among the 
men of hisrace. A man isnot responsible for his nature ; 





of a hundred, or out of a thousand, on an average, | phasize a word of caution. We have no hesitation in position” is another thing from both his character and 
receive such an individual and direet word from their | saying, that a minister nowadays cannot be justified in | his nature; his disposition is his natural tendency, to be 
Christian acquaintances, as they come to and go from | causing the death of every liar—male or female—in his | indulged or checked according to his character. All 


our churches week by week? What proportion of'} 
them find that chiefest of all subjects introduced in | 
conversation as they pass to and fom their places of'| 
business in company with “ witnesses” for Christ ?| 


, congregation, whatever are his impulses to thin out pew- 


holders to that extent, 





If we shouldwattempt to answer all the theological 
conundrums that are propounded to us by our readers 


| these terms are at times used interchangeably with the 
| term “‘man;” but that which a man is to change by 

God’s help is his “character.” His nature, in the strict- 
est sense, cannot be changed; nor can his disposition, 
| But his character can be changed. All needful power 


Have you ever had any intimation that you gave | week by week, we should have no space for any other | for the change of character will be given to each believer 


state of things, in the garden of Eden, or out of it, if 
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in Jesus who trustfully asks it from God; and the duty | 
of this change of character is clearly laid on every sin- | 
ner—whatever may be his disposition. Mr. Moody tells | 
of having asked a soldier for the process of his conver- 

sion. The soldier’s graphic answer was: “Halt!” 

“ Attention!” “Right about face!” “March!” That | 
putting of thecase gives a fair answer to the practical part 
of all that string of questions from Ohio. And this must | 
answer for our this week’s specimen-list of questions trom | 
correspondents. 
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GRATITUDE. 
) BY RUTH OGDEN. 


My heart is full of boundless gratitude, 
' And there is nought that I can say or do 
That will express, in any measure true, 
The joyous burden of my grateful mood ; 
Or show it forth in half its amplitude. 
Longing, I craved the Father to renew 
One blessing sweet, which my own will withdrew; 
And he has heard my faithless prayer, and crude. 
Lacking that gift, I saw my life-hope laid 
. Forever low—my life-work stranded high: 
’T was hard to keep my spirit, while I prayed, 
From crying, “ Lord, Iwill have this or die! "— 
Yet, lo! ’tis here. I marvel that such aid 
Should lend itself to such a one as I. 





THE FIRST CHRISTIAN MARTYR. 


BY THE RT. REV. ALFRED LEE, D.D., BISHOP OF 
6 DELAWARE. 


In the grand portrait gallery of the Apostolic Church, 
the face of Stephen, the proto-martyr, arrests the eye by 


its peculiar attractiveness. The brief narrative of his | 
labors and sufferings has a special and constant interest. 


He shines out suddenly in the firmament of the church, 
like a brilliant star, but soon vanishes from sight. The 
hopes awakened by his powerful advocacy of the gospel 
of Christ are speedily extinguished ; and the Church, just 
beginning to exult in the possession of such a leader, is 
called to mourn his early and bloody death. But the 
apparent loss and calamity were made the richest gain, 
and Stephen, like his divine Master, conquered by dying. 

We are always most disposed to shrink from mew and 
untried perils. Familiar dangers lose much of their 


dread. The soldier becomes accustomed to face death ; 


on the battle-field, the sailor upon the tempestuous ocean, 
the physician in the pestilential hospital. But let the 
scene be changed, and a new aspect of the destroyer be 
confronted, and there will be at first excited emotions of 
terror and alarm. 


Upon the same principle, under the persecutions to | 


which'the Church of Christ has been subjected, those 
who were first marked out for the slaughter were put to 
a severer test of courage and faith than their followers 
in the same path. After the spectacle of willing self- 
sacrifice had been repeatedly exhibited, and the earliest 
sufferers had sealed their devotion to their Lord with 
their blood, there would be awakened a spirit of high 
enthusiasm and holy intrepidity. Each undaunted con- 
fessor of Jesus’ name animated the courage of his 
brethren. Example had its natural, and in this case its 
sanctified influence. And hence the more fiercely raged 
the persecution the more numerous became the willing 
victims. The sword and the flame multiplied instead of 
diminishing the voluntary sufferers, and from each funeral 
pile hundreds started forth to emulate the zeal and cour- 
age of the departed. The shrinking and timid became 
lion-hearted, and the feeble supernaturally strong. And 
there were periods when Christians, looking upon mar- 
tyrdom asa sure passport to paradise, too eagerly courted 
danger, and needed rather to be restrained than incited 
by their spiritual guides. 

But it was not so when the first witnesses for the Lord 
Jesus were called to face a cruel death. To the pioneers 
of the noble army of martyrs belonged the post of chief- 
est trial. They must tread a lonely and fearful path. 
To sustain them in the dread conflict, instead of the 
sympathy of admiring multitudes, they had nought but 
faith and hope, and invisible succor. 

Such was peculiarly the case of the proto-martyr. 
Stephen was confronted by new and untried dangers. 
None of his brethren had been placed in like extremity, 


—e 





or compelled to choose between fidelity to their Lord | 


and the kingdom of heaven on the one side, and safety, 
liberty, and length of days on the other. He was called 


made like unto his Lord; drinking the cup of which he 
had drank, and baptized with his baptism. And this 
was mainly the support and confidence of all Christ’s 
faithful confessors. Doubtless it encouraged them to 
have seen the holy heroism of their brethren, and to 
know that many loving eyes were gazing upon them, 
and many warm hearts uplifted for them in prayer. But 
it was more than all to know that Jesus had been their 
forerunner, had borne sharper pains for them than they 


| were required to endure for him, had not entered into 


his joy but through great tribulation, and would be close 
at hand to succor and sustain in the great agony. 

In the beautiful picture presented, in the opening of 
the book of the Acts, of the disinterestedness of the apos- 
tles and brotherly love of the new-born Church, there 
are yet some dark shadows. The body, as a whole, is 
illuminated and transfigured by the heavenly light; but, 
nevertheless, it is not all brightness. The garden of the 
Lord is fragrant with Eden’s bloom, and yet roots of 
bitterness spring up. The Church militant upon earth, 
in its best estate, is an imperfect body, tares growing 
among the wheat, and unholy tempers disturbing the 
serenity of thesky. The triumph of unselfish love, lead- 
ing so many of those who were possessed of houses or 
lands to cast their substance into the common stock, that 
distribution might be made to the needy, was the occa- 
sion of the awful sin of Ananias and Sapphira, and not 
long after gave rise to murmurings of the Grecians that 
their widows were neglected in the daily ministration. 
The multitudes gathered by the earliest preachers within 
the Christian fold at Pentecost and subsequently were 
all Jews; but a portion of them were known as Hebrews, 
inhabitants of Jerusalem and the portion of Palestine 
allotted to the tribe of Judah; and another large class, 
known as the Dispersion, came from distant regions of 
the heathen world. They are called Grecians from their 
dwelling so largely in Grecian countries and cities. In 
Jerusalem, they were strangers drawn thither to observe 
the Paschal Feast, and other solemn occasions. Their 
conversion to Christ would naturally lead to their pro- 
longed sojourn in Jerusalem, and to the exhaustion of 
their means, so that they would be largely dependent 
upon the common fund for their support. From this 
class proceeds the language of discontent. They fancy 
themselves slighted in the distribution, and seem to 
charge the apostles with partiality to their own 
people. We cannot suppose there was ground for such 
an accusation. Certainly the apostles were not men to 
indulge such feelings in the discharge of an official trust. 
Possibly, in the multiplicity of their duties, some over- 
sights might have occurred. Complainers are to be 
found almost everywhere, persons prone to conceive that 
they are slighted and overlooked. It is not strange if 
such there were even in the best and purest days of the 
Church. 

The apostles mect those murmurers not, as some good 
men would have done, with indignant denial, or chal- 
lenges of investigation. They are too intent upon their 
great work to spend their time in petty altercations. 
They rather avail themselves of those complaints to ask 
relief from an oppressive burden. They had found the 
duty of apportioning relief to this crowd of applicants to 
interfere materially with their proper and more impor- 
tant functions as the heralds of the great salvation. They 
will gladly resign the office of almoners to others who 
can give it more time and attention. They call together 
the multitude of the disciples, and say unto them, “ It is 
not fit that we should forsake the word of God and serve 
tables. Look ye out, therefore, brethren, from among 
you, seven men of good report, full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. But 
we will continue steadfastly in prayer, and in the min- 
istry of the word. And the saying pleased the whole 
multitude; and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and 
Nicanor, and Simon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas, a 
proselyte of Antioch, whom they set before the apostles ; 
and when they had prayed they laid their hands upon 
them.” The happy results of this proceeding were 
immediately perceptible. Not only is nothing more 
| heard of jealous murmuring, but a new impulse was 
| given to the progress of the gospel, for we next read, 
| * And the word of God increased; and the number of 
| the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem exceedingly ; and a 
| great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.” 
The fact that all of those invested with this new office 
| have Grecian names may be considered as an evidence 
of the generous magnanimity df the Hebrews. They 








to lead, not to follow. Yet One had been his precursor. | would take away all pretext for further complaint. 


The Master did not summon him to tread a path where | 


his own blood-stained footprints were not visible. And 


At the head of the seven is named Stephen, and named 
in a way to indicate the high estimate that had been 


this was Stephen’s strength and inspiration. He was | formed of his wisdom and piety, He had evidently 











greatly impressed the Church with his rich endowments 
of nature and grace, and shown himself to be a man 
worthy to be chosen for a post of duty and responsibility. 
Of his country and parentage we know nothing more 
than we may infer from his name. Stephanos, in Greek, 
signifies a crown. It may not be fanciful to suppose 
that his parents were unconsciously directed in choosing 
a name that should so well agree with she future destiny 
of him who was first to wear the crown of martyrdom for 
Christ. 

The zeal and devotedness which had secured for 
Stephen the confidence of his brethren rendered him soon 
conspicuous among the champions of the new religion. 
His duties as almoner were not suffered to absorb his 
energies; and he was marked out for prominence 
and usefulness by the divine gift of working miracles, 
as well as by power and unction as a preacher. “And 
Stephen, full of grace and power, wrought great wonders 
and signs among the people.” He seems to have sprung 
at once into the front rank, and stands forth as a standard- 
bearer in the sacramental host. The result was to draw 
upon him the furious hostility of the enemies of the 
obnoxious sect. “ But there arose certain of them that 
were of the synagogue called the synagogue of the 
Libertines, and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexan- 
drians, and of them of Cilicia and Asia, disputing with 
Stephen.” 

The mention of men of Cilicia among these embittered 
disputants reminds us of Saul of Tarsus, whose name is 
so intimately, and, as it seemed at the time, so mourn- 
fully, associated with that of Stephen. The young 
Pharisee, a native of Tarsus, in Cilicia, a zealot for the 
law and for rabbinic traditions, would be forward to 
resist this bold maintainer of the messiahship of the 
crucified Nazarene. But all the vehemence, learning, 
and ingenuity of opponents were exerted in vain. 
Stephen was not to be silenced by their utmost efforts. 
The-victory in the debate was not with them. Uncon- 
sciously, they were contending with one mightier than 
Stephen, and “were not able to withstand the wisdom 
and the Spirit by which he spake.” Foiled in fair and 
open controversy, the Jewish bigots resort to dishonest 
arts. They profess to think, probably did think, that 
their divinely given faith was endangered by this sect 
which was so rapidly winning popular favor. It must 
be put down at once, and by any method. They act 
upon the detestable principle that the end sanctifies the 
means, and so resort to satanic arts in what they sup- 
pose to be doing God service. Strange infatuation; and 
yet how often since exhibited! “Then they suborned 
men, which said, We have heard him speak blasphemous 
words against Moses and against God. And they stirred 
up the people and the elders and the scribes, and came 
upon him, and seized him, and brought him into the 
council, and set up false witnesses, which said, This 
man ceaseth not to speak words against that holy place 
and the law; for we have heard him say that this 
Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall 
change the customs which Moses delivered unto us.” 
There was, doubtless, some foundation for the charge. 
Stephen seems to have held clear and distinct views 
respecting the typical character and spiritual import 
of the Mosaic institutions, and the divine purpose 
that they should give place to the holier and more 
abiding system of the Lord Jesus Christ. The shadow 
must yield to the substance. One greater than the 
temple, greater than the venerated lawgiver of Israel, 
had appeared. The Redeemer had come to Zion, and 
must reign supreme. But the testimony of Stephen, 
offensive enough of itself to Pharisaic pride, was disin- 
genuously twisted into the most obnoxious shape; and 
his calm unfolding of prophetic and evangelic truth was 
represented as contempt and disparagement of what 
was most sacred to the Jewish heart. The most august 
and venerable assembly of the nation is convened, and 
Stephen stands in their midst, alone and friendless, as 
his Master had stood before him. He is the object of 
fixed attention. Fierce and angry looks confront him 
on every side. It was a critical moment, not only for 
Stephen, but gor the cause with which he was identified. 
Now is it to be shown whether the promises of Christ 
shall be verified or shall fail; whether the gospel is so 
divine that it can sustain its advocates in circumstances 
thus perilous, and advance in the face of an enraged and 
persecuting world. Will Stephen persist in his adherence 
to Jesus of Nazareth, or will he quail before this formid- 
able array? Unearthly beings watch the scene with 
absorbing interest. Stephen is a spectacle to angels and 
to men; and so is every disciple of Jesus in the hour of 
trial. 

But when the beholders fix their gaze upon the prisoner 
at the bar, they are filled with amazement, “ And all 
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that sat in the council, fastening their eyes upon him, 
saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.” Either 
his countenance shone with supernatural radiance, like 
that of Moses when he came down from the mount, or 
its expression was so sweet, elevated, and heavenly that 
it seemed indeed that of a visitant from a brighter world. 
There are no traces, on that placid face, of terror and dis- 
may, of anxiety and alarm; no indications of conscious 


‘guilt or criminal perturbation, Neither do the observers 


read there pride, or defiance, or sullen anger, or vindic- 
tive scorn. But the features were illumined with lofty 
confidence and calm composure. There beamed love, 
and mild forbearance, and compassion for those who, 
like bulls of Bashan, compassed him around. Heaven’s 
stamp was impressed upon the unruffled brow, and angelic 
loveliness irradiated the countenance. It was 4s if a 
seraph, with the splendors of his happy home lingering 
around him, had been suddenly thrown into this den of 
lions. 

What, meanwhile, is the aspect of his adversaries ? 
Their appearance, a little after, when the undaunted 
witness for Jesus charged upon them the sin of resisting 
the Holy Ghost, is thus described: “ When they heard 
those things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed 
upon him with their teeth.” Malignant hatred broke 
through all restraint. The passions which boiled up in 
their breasts overflowed in frightful outward manifesta- 
tions. What a contrast is now presented between the 
prisoner and the judges! His countenance like an 
angel’s; their features distorted with rage, their eyes 
flashing wrath, and their teeth gnashing as if they 
would devour their victim. If on the one side shines 
the light of heaven, on the other are reflected the lurid 
fires of the pit. 

What a mysterious power is that whereby the emo- 
tions stamp themselves upon the countenance, and the 
face becomes a mirror‘of the soul! Just as the seal is 
imprinted upon wax, so do predominant dispositions, 
mental habits, strong impulses, leave legible their traces. 
This is an evidence of the supremacy of spirit over flesh, 
of the intensity of passion, and the sovereignty of moral 
character, The dissembler may artfully contrive to 
cover up his designs, his words may be softer than oil 
when war is in his heart, but the face oft discovers what 
the tongue would conceal. How impressive a warning 
against the indulgence of wicked passions and sinful 
desires! Sin will leave its hideous marks upon the 
outer man, and to efface them afterwards may be as hard 
as to change the leopard’s spots. Let the young remember 
that in accordance with the feelings which they habiutally 
indulge, will be, in after years, the language of the fea- 
tures, the truth-telling index of the countenance. 

In the opposed parties in this agitation, we have 
strikingly shown the diverse effects of holiness and 
depravity. Stephen meek, calm, unterrified, ready to 
lay down his life for Jesus; men whom he had never 
injured beside themselves with rage, thirsting for his 
innocent blood,—do not they seem to belong to different 
orders in creation? Yet they are of one blood; nay, of 
one nation and kindred. To what shall we attribute 
this amazing contrast? To divine grace; to the new- 
creating and transforming Spirit. All born alike of the 
flesh; Stephen born again of the Spirit: all made alike 
in the image of Adam; Stephen a new man, bearing the 
image of Christ. 

Of this truth we have a striking illustration in the 
future history of one of the actors in this tragedy. No 
one more furious and unpitying among the persecutors 
than Saul of Tarsus, Gamaliel’s disciple, the young 
Cilician Pharisee. Whether or not he was a member of 
the grand Sanhedrin is uncertain. That he was a zealous 
promoter of the cruel act is indubitable. It was at his 
feet that the witnesses, when they stripped themselves 
to hurl the first stones, laid down their garments. He 
exuited in the perpetration of this atrocious deed with 
unfeigned delight. And yet, soon afterwards, we find 
Paul the Apostle preaching the very faith which he had 
labored to destroy, and offering himself to the same doom 
which he had inflicted upon Stephen. The memory of 
that trial and death-scene was indelibly graven u pon his 
soul. He recalled it with shame and self-reproach in 
his agony of repentance at Damascus, and in subsequent 
eras of his eventful life. In his unwearied labors, bold 
and faithful maintaining of the truth as it is in Jesus— 
nay, in the very style and manner of his expositions, 
sermons, and letters—Stephen lives again. Paul took 
up the work which Stephen laid down, and manfully 
bore the cross under the weight of which the other had 
sunk. But in both the grace of Christ and the new- 
creating energy of the Spirit were gloriously manifest. 

Stephen, first to plead at the bar, defended himself 
against the charge of being an impious and irreverent 





innovator by appealing to the Old Testament Scriptures, 
and to the national history. His speech ends abruptly, 
as if his judges, impatient of merited reproof, were deter- 
mined to listen to him no longer. The bold and stern 
accusation at the close (Acts 7: 51, 52) does not seem 
like the rounded termination of his argument, but rather 
like a warning testimony, extorted by an outbreak of 
violence on the part of his judges. In the very height 
of the confusion and indignation excited by these burn- 
ing words, Stephen speaks again, but in quite another 
tone. “But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked 
up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, and said, 
Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man 
standing on the right hand of God.” “ He looked up 
steadfastly into heaven.” There was his treasure, there 
his heart. There was a justice denied him on earth, 
and a helper when no mortal aid was near. Stephen 
sees no longer the fierce countenances and menacing 
gestures of his enemies, Whether his assisted eye pene- 
trated the azure depths of the firmament, or whether 
this glorious scene was presented to him in vision, it is 
needless to speculate. To his entranced soul heaven 
was opened, and the Son of man, Jesus as a glorified man 
and brother, was apparent, not sitting, but standing at 
the right hand of God, in the attitude of readiness to 
succor his faithful witness. 

To those not called to glorify the Saviour in the fires 
of martyrdom, no such extraordinary glimpses are vouch- 
safed. The case of Stephen was throughout singular. 
And yet it is a real and blessed truth that disciples of 
the Lord Jesus, when all is gloomy and threatening 
below, can look up to heaven. Jesus manifests himself 
to them as he does not unto the world. Aithough not 
dazzled with celestial splendors, they apprehend the 
great Advocate pleading in their behalf, and looking 
down upon them with unutterable love and pity. Heaven 
is open to the eye of faith, and Jesus is close at hand 
when storms. and billows come over us. 

There could be no doubt as to the issue of Stephen’s 
trial before such judges. But inasmuch as, according to 
their own admission made to Pilate, it was not lawful 
for them to inflict the punishment of death, it would 
seem probable that no formal sentence was pronounced, 
but the martyr was sacrificed by an outburst of violence. 
“ But they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their 
ears, and rushed upon him with one accord; and they 
cast him out of the city. And they stoned Stephen, 
calling upon the Lord, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit.” 

If Jesus be supplicated by this dying saint, and one, 
moreover, full of the Holy Ghost, can we question his 
supreme divinity? Could prayer under such circum- 
stances be fitly offered to any one but God? 

“ Receive my spirit.” Let my poor body be crushed 
and mangled, it matters little; but the spirit, dear 
Lord, the immortal part, receive that unto thyself, and 
let it, like a dove exhausted with stormy wind and tem- 
pest, nestle peacefully in thy bosom. ‘“ And he kneeled 
down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge.” He died for Jesus; he died like 
Jesus, love in his heart, prayer on his lips for his mur- 
derers,—a prayer speedily and marvelously answered in 
the conversion of him who was the ruling spirit of this 
infuriate band. 

“ He fell asleep.” Heavy stones and rocky fragments 
showered upon his defenseless form, but he felt them not. 
Through the hurtling tempest he is looking up to the 
loving, pitying face of his Lord. Amid the tumult and 
the crash, the execrations and curses, the shout and 
clamor, he falls asleep as if on a bed of down; and those 
who looked upon his lifeless body, the devout men who 
carried him to the burial with great lamentation, even 
through the bruises and clotted gore could discern the 
lovely and peaceful expression of his countenance, “ as 
it had been the face of an angel.” 





THE REFORMED EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
AND THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


BY BISHOP CHARLES EDWARD CHENEY, D. D. 


It is not remarkable that new neighbors should excite 
curiosity. When the monotony of social life is broken 
by the advent of new-comers, people naturally and 
reasonably like to know how they look, act, and talk. 
Nor is it strange that a still more eager interest should 
be awakened in regard to the attitude of these strangers 
toward certain principles, institutions, or methods of 
older residents. Are they people who go to church? 
Are they a Sabbath-keeping family? Are they going to 
be on the side of temperance, religion, and good morals? 

It is to be expected that a new Church will be dealt 





with after much the same fashion. The Christian com- 
munity has a right to know not only what is the doctrine, 
polity, and pervading spirit of a new ecclesiastical organ- 
ization, but also what stand it takes on certain great 
issues of the day. 

The Reformed Episcopal Church is the youngest born 
of the family of evangelical churches. Indeed, it has 
not yet reached its tenth birthday. While Christians 
have been curious to know the precise grounds of its 
existence, as well as the principles which it holds, and 
while many answers have been given in the public prints 
to questions concerning these points, its relation to the 
all-important work of Sunday-school instruction has not, 
to my knowledge, been prominently brought forward. 
I am glad, therefore, of the opportunity afforded by the 
courtesy of The Sunday School Times to state what is 
the position to which the Sunday-school has been assigned 
in the working plans and methods of this young Church. 

That the work of the Sunday-school should hold a 
foremost place in the Reformed Episcopal Church would 
seem to be almost a necessity of the case. 

While its friends and advocates claim for it that this 
is not anew Church, but simply a restating, in an organ- 
ized way, of the principles of the evangelical school in 
the Protestant Episcopal Church of England and the 
United States, they are ready to admit that, as a separate 
ecclesiastical body, it belongs to the present rather than 
the past. It would be a singular anomaly if it were not 
imbued with the spirit which pervades Christian work 
in the last half of the nineteenth century. It came into 
being, not in the age when all religion was embodied in 
metaphysical distinctions, nor in a period in which the 
truth was clothed in such terms as no child could pos, 
sibly understand, but in an age when Isaiah’s prophecy 
seems to have begun its fulfillment, “A little child shall 
lead them.” Its first council was held, and its first parish 
gathered and organized, just at that epoch of ecclesias- 
tical history when the whole of the Protestant Church 
has been aroused to a new sense of its responsibility for 
the gospel teaching of the young. It drew its first breath 
of life in an atmosphere pervaded with the spirit of our 
Lord’s command, “ Feed my lambs.” 

It has been moulded and shaped amidst influences 
which have created a new literature especially for chil- 
dren, which have called into being a class of hymns and 
music adapted to attract the attention and enlist the 
sweet voices of the young, and which have drawn the 
most gifted and scholarly minds to the stidy of the same 
portions of the Word, in order to unfold it more clearly 
to the tender minds of the little ones. 

Moreover, the man whom God called to be the first 
leader of this Church was one singularly gifted in his 
adaptation to the work of Sunday-school instruction, by 
a warm love for the young, a ready sympathy with their 
feelings and modes of thought, and a peculiar gentleness 
and tenderness of address toward children. In all the 
parishes which recall the memory of Bishop Cummins 
as the pastor of the flock, the remembrance of his love 
for the Sunday-school, and his success in winning the 
lambs to the Saviour’s fold, lingers still. 

If Wesley has left the impress of his character upon 
Methodism, so that it is still plainly to be recognized 
after more than a century has elapsed, surely this feature 
of the character and work of Bishop Cummins ought to 
be traced in the Church which he founded, and from 
which he was taken by the hand of death but six years 
ago. 

Turning from this a priori way of looking at the mat- 
ter in hand, let us glance at the facts. 


In the first place, so far as the writer is aware, there - 


is no Reformed Episcopal parish in existence—whether 
in the United States, the Dominion of Canada, or Great 
Britain—which has not a living Sunday-school. Many 
of our churches have had their birth in an attempt to 
gather the children of those who felt themselves too few 
or too poor to sustain a church organization. Owing to 
the circumstance that the reports to the last General 
Council were meagre and imperfect, it is impossible to 
do more than approximate the number of children and 
teachers actually meeting from week to week. But the 
following figures certainly are within the truth: Sunday- 
school pupils, 10,173; teachers, 864; amount of Sun- 
day-school offerings, $6,467. It would be perfectly safe 
to say that these figures would be largely increased if 
accurate statistics could be obtained. 

Moreover, this does not include any report from our 
churches on the other side of the Atlantic, of which there 
are about twenty altogether, and with each one of which 
is connected a Sunday-school. 

In regard to methods, it may be said that most of our 
Sunday-schools, if not all, employ the International les- 
sons, and avail themselves of the admirable helps to 
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study which that cqurse of Scripture instruction has 
called out. The Episcopal Recorder and Covenant con- 
tains each week Lesson Aids by the Rev. Dr. William 
Newton, who belongs to a family noted for their devo- 
tion to the teaching of children; and the writer of the 
present article furnishes the same paper with his own 
Bible-class Questions on the International lessons. No 
uniform mode of opening the worship of the school, 
either liturgical or otherwise, has been recommended or 
put in practice. Different schools have their different 
ways of conducting this portion of their work. 

‘ In regard to one point, the Sunday-schools of the 
Reformed Episcopal Church may justly claim to stand 
in the front rank—I mean that of educating the children 
in benevolence. Perhaps the redemption of the Christ- 
mas season from the practice of indiscriminate giving to 
the pupils, and of multiplying thereby the number of 
those sneeringly called “Christmas scholars,” may not 
have originated inthis church. But nowhere has a more 
determined effort been made to break up that organized 
training of the children to selfishness, and to teach them 
that “it is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

For three years past, one of the largest of our parochial 
Sunday-schools has, as the Christmas season approached, 
referred the matter to theunbiased decision of the pupils, 
whether the old custom should be followed, of a Christ- 
mas tree loaded with presents to the scholars, or whether 
the children should themselves contribute to the aid and 
comfort of poor children. 

Each year they have settled the matter in favor of 
giving rather than receiving, and the sum contributed 
in a single instance by this school of between six and 
seven hundred children amounted to fifteen hundred 
dollars. 

The example of this school has become contagious in 
the Reformed Episcopal Church. In Philadelphia and 
other cities, in which our branch of the church has a 
representation, the plan has been pursued this year, 
bringing a blessing to many homes, and a richer blessing 
to the givers. 

Such is a scanty outline of the Sunday-school work of 
the Reformed Episcopal Church. It may be added that 
while this church insists upon a spiritual union with 
Christ as the only adequate preparation for confirmation, 
it is reaping the harvest of Sunday-school teaching of 
the gospel, in finding its roll of communicants year by 
year increased from among the pupils it has trained. 
To it the Sunday-school has proved emphatically the 
“ nursery of the Church.” 





THAT WORD “ POWER.” 
BY LILIAN PAYSON. 


The subject of the chapel-meeting was effectual prayer, 
and one of the Bible illustrations read was found in the 
thirty-second chapter of Genesis. The reader paused as 
he finished the sentence, “ As a prince hast. thou power 
with God and with men, and hast prevailed.” After a 
moment, he added, with great earnestness in his tones: 

“That word ‘ power,’ brethren, means a great deal to 
me. You know I am a machinist, working at the fac- 
tory all day. We have plenty of good machinery, all in 
fine order, well oiled, and men enough to guide it. But 
what do you suppose we could accomplish without the 
power,—without the steam which enables us to set all 
the bands and wheels in motion? Yes, power is a great 
word with us machinists. .We’re always comparing notes 


* with each other, when we meet, about the power which 


we use. Now, as I look at it, if prayer is the power 
which we Christians are to use in our work for the Mas- 
ter, it is a very important matter that we should be much 
in prayer. The more prayer, the larger results, it seems 
to me. 

“There’s another thought, brethren. You know we 
often put up a sign like this: ‘ Room to let, with power.’ 
We are willing to share our steam-engine with others, 
provided it is powerful enough. Now, that seems to me, 
in one view of it, like an illustration of social prayer, 
There is a loss of power unless we meet often, and stir 
up each other’s minds and hearts by united prayer.” 

As I passed on my way home from the chapel, think- 
ing over these and other earnest words which had been 
said, I saw a long train move out of the railroad station. 
Power again, I thought. Everything about that train 
might be in perfect order—not a screw loose. Yet of 
what avail, if there were no steam? The. locomotive 
itself is utterly helpless to perform its herculean task 
unless the power be there to press upon the piston. 

May not these thoughts have special application to 
Sunday-school workers? It is hardly possible that any 
Christian should undertake to teach a class in Sunday- 





school without prayer. Yet are there many who are so 
burdened as to rise in the night to pray for their schol- 
ars? I knew one such, and she lived to see every mem- 
ber of a very large class brought to the Saviour at length ; 
although it was many years before the last one yielded. 

But the answer will not always come in this wise. I 
heard, not long ago, of a young teacher who took as her 
motto, “ My whole class for Jesus.” Her prayers were 
a power, indeed. But God, in answering, took her home 
to heaven, and thus brought an influence to bear upon 
the class, which resulted in the conversion of every 
individual. 

No doubt there is in reality much prayer offered in 
secret by Sunday-school teachers. But is there enough 
social prayer? Is there not a loss of power here? 

A pastor, not long ago, was talking with several prom- 
inent Sunday-school workers from different parts of the 
country. He mentioned to them that it was the custom 
in his church to hold monthly meetings in the chapel 
to pray for the Sunday-school. The teachers of his 
school also had been in the habit of gathering under the 
lead of the superintendent, at the close of the school 
session, and spending fifteen minutes in prayer for God’s 
blessing upon the seed which they had been trying to 
sow. The results were seen in additions to the church 
from the members of the school. 

These were new ideas to those who listened. They 
were interested at once, and said they had never before 
heard of any church where such plans had been carried 
out. Might there not be an augmentation of power, and so 
larger and more blessed results in conversion of souls, if 
other churches should follow the example of this one? 
An incident, which occurred not far from Boston, may 
prove significant in this connection, carrying its own 
application with it. 

Three little girls, while playing in a large, unoccupied 
room, entered a closet, the door of which accidentally 
shut fast. They could not open it from within. For a 
moment they were alarmed, till one of them said: 

“T’ll tell you what we'll do. We'll all pray, and then 
we'll all push.” 

They repeated the Lord’s Prayer together; then all 
pushed, and the door flew open. 

Here was united prayer and united effort. Who shall 
say that the pushing would have been effectual without 
the prayer? The children at least would not have 
received such a suggestion with approval. And did not 
our Lord himself set a little child in the midst of his 
disciples as an example to them? 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


a 


WHO WAS THE COWARD? 


BY J. K. BLOOMFIELD. 


“Come, Charley, let’s go down to Peterson’s, and get 
a glass of beer. I heard that he has some first-rate beer 
on hand now. He is just tapping a new barrel.” 

“No, indeed, Will; you don’t catch me going down 
to Peterson’s for beer!” exclaimed Charley Burt. “And, 
if I was you, I’d keep clear of that place.” 

“ Where’s the harm, I would like to know, in taking a 
little beer now and then? It warms a fellow up, and 
doesn’t do the least bit of harm.” 

“Yes, it does, Will; for it leads to a taste for still 
stronger drink.” 

“Bah! that’s all talk, and you are a coward to be 
afraid to drink beer because the temperance folks talk 
such stuff.’ Why, my uncle, Hans Hoffman, has drunk 
beer all his life, he says. He is just as jolly as can be; 
and if it does not hurt him, it won’t hurt you nor me.” 

“Your uncle Hans may have been accustomed to 
drink beer in Germany and here, and, no doubt, loves 
his national drink too well to touch anything else. But 
it’s not so with all who form the habit of drinking beer. 
Many crave something still stronger, and it ends in their 
going on and on, until they lead a drunkard’s life. Mr. 
Norton says so, and I believe him.” 

“ He just says that to frighten you, and other weak- 
minded milk-sops like you. You are a coward to get 
frightened by him; it’s all bosh, such talk; so come on, 
Charley. I’ll treat, and we’ll have lots of fun there. 
Some of the jolly fellows, that meet there, tell such droll 
stories; and Peterson keeps up such a good fire, and 
brews such ale as you can’t find for miles round.” 

“T don’t doubt he makes his place attractive enough. 
He wants to draw as many into his net as possible.” 

Will laughed uneasily and then said: “I declare, 
Charley, I did not know you were such a downright cow- 





ardly fellow. For it is nothing else but cowardly to be 
afraid to drink beer. It can’t hurt a fellow more thana 
glass of milk. There’s lots and lots of men who, from 
boyhood up, have drank beer, and say it has not done 
them any harm.” 

“ Well, anyhow I shall not touch beer any more than 
brandy. I have promised mother so, and I mean to 
keep my word.” 

“Ha, ha!” scornfully laughed Will. “Tied to 
your mother’s apron-string. Is that it? Thought you| 
were more manly and independent when I invited you to 
to go with me to Peterson’s. But I see now what makes 
you afraid to go. Mamma might punish her boy for dis- 
obeying her. Good little boy! mind your mamma, for it 
might hurt to get a licking.” 

“Will Hoffman, if you say another word like that of 
my mother I’ll give you what you'll not like.” 

“Keep cool, sonny, ‘your hands were never made to 
fight.’ Mamma wouldn’t like to have her nice little boy 
go to fighting, for it might spoil his clothes.” 

Oh, how Charley did wish to thrash Will then and 
there! In fact, he started to do it; but Will, the real 
coward, ran on as fast as he could, and evaded Charley 
by entering a saloon, from whence he gave a nod and 
grimace of satisfaction, feeling sure that Charley would 
not come there after him. And he was right; for noth- 
ing would induce Charley to break his word as to enter- 
ing a drinking-saloon, even to thrash Will, though he did 
deserve it. And better feelings again having the ascen- 
dency over him, he turned for home. Pity, instead of 
anger, now took possession of hig heart, and he so wished 
something could be said or done to keep Will from going 
into such places with the false idea that no harm would 
come of it. Will was a smart boy, and could make some- 
thing of himself if he only tried; but he was getting 
careless about his studies, and now had fallen into the 
habit of spending all his pocket-money for beer. 

As time went on, Charley’s worst fears were confirmed, 
for more than once he saw Will coming out of some 
saloon with unsteady feet. Will shrank, too, from his old 
friends and schoolmates; and seemed cross and irritable 
when pleasantly joked with about anything, whereas 
before he had always taken a joke in the best of spirits, 
and given back as good a one as he received. 

Late one afternoon, Charley Burt was standing down 
by the river. It had been a cold day, and he went to see 
if the ice was not getting most strong enough for skating. 
No one as yet had tried it; and he had just decided it 
would take at least twenty-four hours more of as steady 
cold weather before it would be safe to venture on it, 
when, to his surprise, he saw Will Hoffman and another 
lad come down to the river, skates in hand. 

“Why, Will, you surely are not going upon the ice 
this afternoon!” exclaimed Charley. “Just see, it is 
getting late, and the ice is not at all strong. You may 
run into some hole, or skate over some weak spot.” 

“ Don’t want any advice from such a milk-sop as you 
are,” replied Will, continuing to buckle on his skates. 

Charley saw at once from Will’s manner and voice that 
even then he was under the influence of liquor, and his 
companion was in the same state. What was to be done? 
He did not dare leave them to call for help to prevent 
their going upon the ice, and Will would not listen to 
him. A moment more, and the willful, headstrong boy 
was on the ice attempting to skate off. He had gone, 
however, but a short distance, when there was a crash, 
a terrific scream, and Will went down into the water. 

Anticipating this, Charley in an instant threw off his 
coat and heavy shoes, and, at the risk of his life, caught 
up a long rail lying near by, slid it out upon the ice, and 
stealthily crawled on it as near the hole as possible, 
watched his chance, aud grappled Will as soon as his 
head came up in sight. 

It required courage and skill to frag him safely out of 
the water; but with a cool, clear head, and some help 
from the now frightened and sobered boy on the 
shore, they succeeded in getting Will on shore, out of 
danger. 

It was some time before Will recovered from the shock 
and exposure of that evening. While confined to the 
bed suffering with rheumatism, he thought often of his 
old friend Charley Burt, and his advice to him, and 
how he had laughed at him for being a coward. But, 
after all, who was the real coward? Charley, who had | 
shown strength of will to resist the enticements of beer 
and drinking-saloons, and then risk his life to save him 
when near drowning—doubly save him, as he was all 
unprepared to meet his Master—or he who had rashly 
yielded and gone on from bad to worse? 

We will leave these questions for others to solve, and 
trust Will’s example, and what it brought him to, may 
teach its own lesson for good. 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 
| First poe! 1883. | 


1, January 7.—The Ascending Lord.... 
2. January 14.—The Descending Spirit... 


eos e+ secseccecssvecses Ate 1: 1-14 





3. January 2L.—The Believing People..... neon tS 2: 87-47 


4. January 23,—The Healing Power........ 
5. February 4.~—The Prince of Life.................. 
6. February 11.—None Other Name.... 
7. February 18.—Christian Courage..... 
8 February 25.—Ananias and Sapphir 


9%. March 4.—Persecution Renewed.. 
10, March 11,—The Seven Chosen.. 








11. March 18.—The First Christian Martyr. 


12, March 25.—Review. 


Acts 7: 54°60 and 8: 1-4 





LESSON XI., SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 1883. 


TITLE: 


THE FIRST CHRISTIAN MARTYR. 


LESSON TEXT. 


(Acts 7: 64-60; 8: 1-4.) 


COMMON VERSION. 


54. When they heard these 
things, they were cut to the heart, 
and they gnashed on him with 
thetr teeth. 

55. But he, being full of the 
Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly 
into heaven, and saw the glory of 
@od, and Jesus standing on the 
right hand of God, 

&6. And said, Behold, I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of 
man standing on the right hand 
ef God. 

57. Then they cried out with a 
loud voice, and stopped their ears, 
and ran upon him with one ac- 
eord, 

58. And cast him out of the city, 
and stoned him : and the witnesses 
laid down their clothes ata young 
man’s feet, whose name was Saul. 

59. And they stoned Stephen, 
calling upon God, and saying, 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 

60. And h: kneeled down, and 
cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay 
not this sin to their charge. And 
when he had said this, he fell 
asleep. 

8:1. And Saul was consenting 
unto his death. And at that time 
there was a great persecution 
against the church which was at 
Jerusalem; and they were all 
scattered abroad throughout the 
regions of Judea and Samaria, ex- 
cept the apostles. 

2 And devout men carried Ste- 
phen (o his burial, and made great 
lamentation over him. 

8. As for Saul, he made havoc 
of the church, entering into every 
house, and haling men and wom, 
en committed them to prison. 

4. Therefore they that were 
scattered abroad went every- 
where preaching the word. 





REVISED VERSION. 


54 Now when they heard these 
things, they were cut to the 
heart, and they gnashed on 

55 him with their teeth. But he, 
being full of the Holy Ghost, 
looked up stedfastly into heavy- 
en, and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing on the right 

56 hand of God, and said, Behold, 
I see the heavens opened, and 
the Son of man standing on 

57 the right hand of God. But 
they cried out with a loud 
voice, and stopped their ears, 
and rushed upon him with one 

58 accord; and they cast him out 
of the city, and stoned him 
and the witnesses laid down 
their garments at the feet of a 

569 young man named Saul. And 
they stoned Stephen, calling 
upon the Lord, and saying, 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 

60 And he kneeled down, and 
cried with a loud voice, Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge. 
And when he had said this, he 

8:1. fell asleep. And Saul was 
consenting unto his death. 

And there arose on that day 
a great persecution against the 
church which was in Jerusa- 
lem; and they were all scat- 
tered abroad thoughout the 
regions of Judea and Samaria, 
2except the apostles. And 
devout men buried Stephen, 
and made great lamentation 
8 over him. But Saul laid waste 
the church, entering into 
every house, and haling men 
and women committed them 
to prison. 
4 They therefore that were 
scattered abroad went about 
preaching the word. 





LESSON PLAN. 
Toric oF TITE QUARTER: Power through the Holy Spirit. 
J esson Topic: The Word of God Everywhere Preached. 


1. The Vision, v. 54-56. 
Lesson OUTLINE: { 2. The Stoning, v. 57-60. 
3. The Persecution, v. 1-4. 
GoLpEN TExT: Be thou faithful unto death, and J will 


give thee a crown af life.—Rev. 


2: 10. 





Dariy Home REaprnGs: 


M.—Psa. 76: 1-12. Wrath of man shall praise God. 


T.—Phil. 1:1-14, For the furtherance of the Gospel. 


« 


W.—Acts1:1-8, The gospel to be preached everywhere. 
T. —Acts 8; 1-25. The gospel preached in Samaria. 

F, —Acts 11: 1-21. The gospel preached abroad. 
$.—Rom. 15: 1-19. From Jerusalem to Illyricum. 
$.—Acts 9: 16-34. The gospel preached at Athens. 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I, THE 
1. The Rage of Man: 


VISION, 


Were cut to the heart . . . gnashed on him with their teeth. 
Cut to the heart, and were minded to slay them (Acts 5 : 33). 
Were all filled with wrath in the synagogue (Luke 4: 28). 
And many among them shall stumble and (Isa. 8 : 14), 


ll. The Glory of God: 
1. The Glory Seen. 


Saw the glory of God, and Jesus . 


Me! received up 
ay ht hand ofGod exalted . 


. right hand of God. 


sat down at the right hand of God (Mark 16: 19). 


this (Acts 2 : 38). 


por 
said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand (Psa. 110: 1). 


2. The Glory Declared. 


I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man —_- 


His Son 
bd beheld h 


. being the effiigence of his glory (Heb. 1: 
is lor «as of the only iten (John x, 14 
hal given al 3 


1 judgment unto the Son (John 5: 
ie bore is one to whom the believer can turn when men gnash 


him with their teeth. 
2 Christ i 


AS coy, manifest himself with special clearness to a 
in trouble through fidelit 


ty to his cause. 


[ Vol. XXV., No. 9 








8. Christ is at the it hand o: 
t ha ym impossible for skeptics to 
n, in a way im for 
5. Christ, though A heaven, sympathizes ‘with ‘th, the preifocings of his 
followers upon earth. 
Il. THE STONING. 
1. The Onset : 


Cried out . . . stopped their ears, and rushed upon him. 
Laid hands on him, crying out, Men of Israel, Le? (Acts 21 : 27). 
Like the deaf adder, that stoppeth her ear (Psa. 4). 
They refused to hearken . . . stopped their caantiadk, 7:12). 
il. The Stoning: 

Cast him out of the city, and stoned him, 
Shall stone him with stones without the verse 5 bag 15 : 35). 
Carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him (1 Kings ai: 13). 
Cast him forth . . . might throw him down headlong (Luke 4 : 29). 

1. The Witnesses. 


Witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of . . . Saul. 


The hands of the with shall be first upon pi ‘eee 17: 6). 
I also was standing by, and consenting (Acts 20: 


2. The Martyr. 
(1.) Saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 
Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit (Luke 23 : 46). 


OM them also that suffer . . . commit their souls (1 Pet. 4 : 19). 
. will receive you unto myself (John 14 : 3). 

(2. ) Cried . . . Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. 
Father, forgive shew for they know not what they do (Luke 23 : 34). 
Pray for them that persecute you (Matt. 5 : 44), 

Being reviled, we bless (1 Cor. 4 : 12). 
(3.) And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 


They also which are fallen paleep in Christ (1 Cor. 15 : 18). 
That are fallen asleep in Jesus will God bring with him (1 Thess. 4:14). 
Remaineth therefore a sabbath rest for the people of God (Heb. 4: 9). 

1. The martyrs for Christ have been his most potent witnesses. 

2. The martyrs for Christ have shown the very spirit of Christ. 

8. The martyrs for Christ have shown a spirit just the reverse of 

those who have put them to death 

4 The martyrs for Christ, though dy ng violent deaths, yet have 

died peacefully—falling my esus. 

6. The martyrs for Christ, in their deaths, have often made power- 

ful witnesses of those who were consenting to their martyrdom. 
III. THE PERSECUTION. 
|. The Great Persecution : 

Arose on that day a great persecution against the Church. 
Laid hold on his servants, and entreated them 9g (Matt. 22 : 6). 
Some of them shall ye kill and crucify (Matt. 23 : 

If they persecuted me, they will also persecute wea John 15: 20). 
Whosoever killeth you shall think he offereth service (John 16: 2). 
ll. The Great Lamentation : 

Devout men buried Stephen, and made great lamentation. 

This is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians (Gen. 50 : 11). 


Sumuel was dead, and Israel had lamented him (1 Sam. 28 : 3). 
Sorrow not as even as the rest, which have no hope (1 Thess. 4 : 13). 


it, The Church Laid Waste: 
But Saul laid waste the church, entering into eH house. 
A. both shut up many of the saints in prisons (Acts 26 : 


10). 
Beyond measure I ST the Church of God (Gal. 1 : 18). 
‘ did it ignorantly in unbelief (1 Tim. 1 ;: 13), 


V. The Church at Work : 
gy eer abroad, went about preaching the word. 


Ye thought evil . . . God meant it unto good (Gen. 50 : 20). 
Fallen out rather unto the perme of the gospel aed 1:12). 
Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee (Psa. 76: 
1. Persecutions have in vain aimed at the life of he ( ‘hurch, 
2. Persecutions have taken away many valuable lives, and have 
caused great sorrow among ort men. 
8. Persecutions have only seemin ngl a waste the Church—the 
final results have been its upbuildin 
4. Persecutions have scattered abroad the believers—but it was like 
scattering seed abroad. The Church has reaped a harvest from 
the scattering. 
5. Persecutions have been meant for evil, but they always have 
resulted in good, so easily does God make the wrath of man to 
praise him. 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 


PERSECUTION, 
1, Its Causes : 
Wickedness (Psa. 10: 2; — 1:13). 
Fidelity to God (Jer. 15 
Ignorance of God and Christ (John 16 : 8). 
Hatred of Christ and the Father (John 15: 24). 
Hatred of the Word (Matt. 13 : 21). 
Mistaken zeal (John 16: 2; Acts 26: 9). 


2. Its Subjects: 


Christ (Psa 69 : 26; John 5:16; Acts 9: 4, 5). 

Saints to expect (Luke 2t:12; John 15: 19, 20). 

All that live ly in C thrist Q Tim. 3 : 12). 

Followers of Christ (John 15 : 20; 1 Pet. 4: 16). 
3. How to be Borne: 

wn > a forgiving spirit (Matt. 5:44; Luke 23:34; 1 Cor. 4:12; 

Pet. 

With rejoicing (Matt. 5: 12; 1 Pet. 3: 14; 4:18). 

Returning blessin — (Rom. 12:14 

With patience (1 14; Heb. 12: : 8). 

With praise (Acts 16: S5: ‘1 Pet. 4: 16). 

Committing souls to God (i Pet. 4: 19), 


4. Consolation in : 


God forsakes not in , 4:9). 
God delivers out of (Dan. 3 : 25, 28; +o 1:10; 2 Tim. 8:11). 
Cannot separate from Christ (Rom. (Rom, § : 35). 

Hope of future blessedness (1 Cor. ib: 19, 32; Heb. 10 : 35). 
Blessed in itself (Matt. 5: 10; Luke 


ee © lose life here gain Tite’ a (Luke 17 : 83; John 


Those who suffer for Christ, shall reign with Christ (2 Tim. 2: 12). 
Those who endure shall receive a crown of life (Rey. 2: 8). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


INTERVENING Events.—The intervening event is the 
address of Stephen (chap. 7: 1-53) made in reply to the 
charge: “This man ceaseth not to speak words against this 
holy place and the law.” In his answer, Stephen showed 
incidentally that he had a due regard for Moses and for the 
temple, but that the fathers had rejected and disobeyed 
Moses, had turned from the worship of the true God to idols, 
had persecuted the prophets, and that the Jews now were 
acting as their fathers had done before them—only that, 
whereas the fathers had killed the prophets that had showed 
before of the coming of the Righteous One, the sons had slain 
the Righteous One himself. 

Trae.—Bible margin, A. D. 33,34. For the first part, it 
should be, perhaps, still A. D. 30 or 31, and the latter part 


much later. Chronologists differ widely, the limits running 
from A. D. 27 to 39. 








Puiaces.—Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria. 


if God—occu saat the place of power, | 
ts believers to Berceivet the glory of ~ om of | 





Prrsons.—The enraged members of the Sanhedrin; the 
| martyr Stephen; Saul laying waste the Church ; Philip, one 
of the seven, acting as an evangelist. 

CrrcuMsTANcEs.—The drift of Stephen’s speech was not 
at first perceived by the Sanhedrin. When it was discovered, 
they were both surprised and angry. At least, such is the 
inference from the sudden change in the tone of Stephen’s 
speech at verse 51. He passes there from a temperate, 
though cutting, review of Jewish history to terrible denun- 
ciation and invective. The reasonable explanation for this 
sudden transition is, that the angry looks and menacing ges- 
tures of council members indicated an approaching outburst. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY THEODORE D, WOOLSEY, D.D., LL.D. 


The lesson opens with an interruption of Stephen’s speech, 
which was followed speedily by his death, without any regu- 
lar trial or sentence. The judges became a mob of fiends, 
and with others dragged him out of the city, and stoned him. 
It seems necessary to look back from this point on the dis- 
course of Stephen, which, strangely enough, seems not a 
defense, but a history of the past; and, if a defense, is a hid- 
den and indirect one until the martyr bursts out into open 
denunciations. In the long address of Paul, which he made 
at Antioch in Pisidia, the first part begins-with God’s choice 
of Israel to be his people; but after a short historical preface 
(13: 15-22), he goes over from David to Christ, and the 
remainder of it is taken up with the gospel on a plane which 
brings the old covenant and the new in a historical and 
religious unity together. What Stephen aimed to do is not 
clear. In the first fifteen verses of the speech or defense, he 
gives a brief summary of the Jewish story, from the calling 
of Abraham to the settlement of the people in Egypt (2-16) ; 
then follows their oppression in Egypt, the deliverance under 
Moses, where the life of Moses seems to be detailed at a dis- 
proportionate length (17-44), which is followed by a very 
brief notice of succeeding times, until the building of the 
temple under Solomon (45-47). In these parts of the address 
he introduces several passages of Jewish history which are 
disparaging to the character of the people ; first, the rejection 
of Moses, when he seeks to be a peacemaker (24-27), which 
is strongly contrasted with God’s appointment of him as a 
ruler and deliverer (v. 35). Again (in 39-43), the disobedi- 
ence, idolatry, and rebellion during this period is strongly 
spoken of and supported by a passage from the prophet Amos 
(see Amos 5: 25, 26). A few words (in 44-47) carry the 
religious service down from the conquest of Canaan to the 
construction of the temple (45-47); and then another citation 
from Isaiah 66: 1, 2, rebukes the bigoted veneration for the 
templeitself. Here we must. be compelled to find a manifesta- 
tion of the council’s displeasure against his introduction of 
the words of the prophet in rebuke of their outward religion ; 
to which he replies, in true prophetic indignation, by group- 
ing together the rebellious resistance of their fathers against 
God and his prophets, who predicted the coming of Christ, 
and their own betrayal and murder of Christ himself. Thus 
the speech begins as an account of God’s choice of the people 
to be his, and the people’s rejection of God and of the 
Righteous One whom he had sent. This is indeed no defense 
of himself in the direct way, but rather a prophetic rebuke 
of his accusers, as having followed their fathers in rebellion 
against God. Farther than this I am unable to explain the 
plan of the speech. It may be that he foresaw that hegould 
find no justice or mercy at the hands of those who had cru- 
cified Christ, and so he thought it idle to spend many words 
on a defense. 

It has been maintained that the speech was composed by 
Luke, or some one from whom he received it, as representing 
Stephen's spirit. It must have been, however, as Meyer 
seeks to show, a sketch of the original speech made by one 
who heard Stephen, and reduced it to writing soorf after- 
wards. Had it been a fictitious composition it would have 
taken adifferent turn, and in particular the discrepancies with 
early historical passages, which are difficult to be reconciled 
with the Scriptures, would not have appeared in a composi- 
tion constructed at leisure. The last parts show a state of 
feeling kindling im a prejudiced audience, and reacting on the 
speaker. The end is a noble one, worthy, in its boldness 
and fidelity to Christ, of an apostle. 

Verse 54.—Now, when they heard these things, they were cut to 
the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth—Out to the 
heart, or cut in twain in their hearts, denoting violent indig- 
nation, or rage. The phrase does not occur elsewhere in the 
New Testament, but the verb occurs in chapter 5:33. Gnashed 
on him, etc. ; literally, gnashed their teeth against him,—a word 
used only here in the New Testament. 

Verse 55.—But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up 
stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus stand- 
ing on the right hand of God : His being full, etc., is that which 
enabled him to see the glory of God. The sight was a spiritual 
sight, not visible to others around who were in another 
spiritual condition. For the glory, compare Luke 2: 9; 


a 


Ezekiel 1: 28. How much this was asight of an illuminated 





soul, and how much was outward, who can tell? And Jesus 


standing : Generally, the conception in spiritual vision was of 
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Jesus sittiny im conformity with the representation presented 
in popular faith and the Scripture,—“ Sit thou on my right 
hand.” But here the believer saw Christ as one who had 
arisen from his throne to give help and strength to his 
servant. 

Verse 56.—And this sight, which no eye of the unbe- 
lievers could see, he makes known, almost involuntarily, 
it might be, to those around him. The heavens opened: The 
heavens, to the imagination, take the form of a solid vault. 
He describes it as it impressed itself upon him. The state 
of ecstasy so affected him that it was conceived of as all 
material, or, at least, he could describe it in no other than 
material words used in speaking of material things.—T'he 
Son of man: Here only is our Lord called the Son of man by 
any one except himself, unless in the Apocalypse, and the 
reference is to Matthew 26: 64, the foundation of the expres- 
sion lying in Daniel 7: 13. 

Verse 57.— But they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped 
their ears: This word rendered stopped is found nine times in 
Luke’s writings, and thrice besides in the New Testament, 
but nowhere else in the sense of stopping the ears. They 
closed their ears in fury against opposition and cries of pity. 
—And rushed upon him with one accord, or together: This act 
must have preceded first from the members of the council, 
and the witnesses with other spectators, if there were any 
closer joined with them in this atrocity. 

Verse 58.—And they cast him out of the city, and stoned him: 
This was according to the law in Leviticus 24: 14, touching 
a person who blasphemed the “name.” Compare the trial 
of our Lord (Matt. 26: 65; Mark 14: 64). And they cast him 
out of the city: As, in Leviticus, loc. cit., out of the camp. 
And so in the case of our Lord. And stoned him: Stoning is 
the form of death penalty for blasphemy (Lev. 24: 16). 
Compare Deuteronomy 17: 5 as to the penalty in the crime 
of idolatry. The witnesses were to lay their hands on the 
head of the condemned man first, to cast the first stones at 
him. Compare John 8:7. To be able to throw the stones 
with effect, they had to cast off the outer garment. This part 
of their dress, and not the tunic, is here intended. For the 
better security of the clothes, they were committed to some 
person who sympathized with the accusing witnesses, who 
were also executioners.— Laid down their garments at the feet 
of a young man named Saul: The great apostle, here first 
spoken of, refers to this himself in 22: 20. He is called a 
young man, but this term is applied to an age beginning and 
ending somewhat later than our term young man. Another 
term (neaniskos), with a diminutive form, is applied to a 
somewhat earlier age, although the two may lap over upon 
one another. Thus, Paul’s sister’s son, in chapter 23, in verse 
17, is described as to his age by the same term which is used 
here ; but in verses 18 and 22 the reading of the manuscripts 
varies between neanias and neaniskos, the best authorities pre- 
ferring the latter. But the diminutive in that place may be 
owing to the kindliness of the military officers. 


Verse 59.—And they stoned Stephen, calling upon the Lord, 
and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit: That is, they (the 
witnesses) stoned him while he was calling, etc. The ‘action 
of stoning and that of calling upon Jesus on his part were 
contemporaneous, and doubtless his prayer, as well as his 
profession of faith, contained in his words (v. 56), increased 
their fury. Calling upon the Lord: In the Authorized Ver- 
sion, “calling upon God,” which last word is altogether an 
indefensible explanation of the sense; as also the Lord, in the 
Revised Version, is useless, although correct. The word 
here translated call upon (a common word in Acts, occurring 
more frequently than in all the rest of the New Testament) 
means in the middle voice call upon for help to myself, also, in 
forensic usage, appeal (Acts 25: 11; 26: 32; 28:19). Here 
the object is Jesus, as in those passages it is Cesar. The 
sense is here calling upon Jesus, or invoking him for his aid 
or presence ; and it is a prayer tothe Lord Jesus whom he 
sees standing at the right hand of God, as if risen for his 
protection. So in*chapter 1: 24, the prayer is probably to 
the Lord Jesus, who appointed his own disciples when here 
on earth, and would naturally be conceived of as in his 
heavenly glory electing or choosing them for himself. The 
name given in verse 24, knower of hearts, to the person in 
question, whether God or Christ, is given to Jesus in Revela- 
tion 2: 23, “who searcheth the reins and the heart” (compare 
v. 27;) and by Paul, in 2 Corinthians 12: 8 (compare v. 9). 
Receive my spirit: That is, Take my disembodied spirit to 
heaven ;—where his inspired imagination saw Christ, as being 
there in his hospitable dwelling which was open to all 
believers. 

Verse 60.—And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, 
Lord, lay not.this sin to their charge: He had not kneeled when 
he cried out, “Receive my spirit.” His change of posture 
now may be explained as simply an act of adoration to the 
Lord Jesus; hut.one cannot avoid looking on it as also caused 
by the weaknegs of, his body. He chose this attitude for a 
moment that he .might fitly adore his Lord before falling to 
the ground.— With aloud woice: As if putting his whole life- 
power into an outburst of love.—Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge: His last prayer was to the Lord Jesus for forgiveness. 
The sense is plain; but the exact thought contained in the 


] found nowhere else in the New Testament. 


word “place,” “set,” or “lay,” is somewhat doubtful. One 
way of explaining it is by the sense weigh, which the common 
word, to make to stand, to place, to stand, has, in Matthew 
26. 16, weigh not, put not in the balance to them, or against them, 
this sin. To this, Meyer prefers the sense of standing fast or 
fixed, the opposite of let it go, or send it away, which the most 
common verb for forgiveness has for its original meaning. 
And he adds -that, negatively, this thus answers exactly to 
our Lord’s “Father, forgive them.” Can it be a metaphor 
from a book of accounts? “Place not this sin against them” 
(but blot it out of thy book).—And when he had said this, he 
fell asleep: Not only were they his last words, but he breathed 
his last in them, his life closed in them. He fell asleep: There 
are two words in use in Greek denoting to sleep, one of which 
is used also twice metaphorically of the sleep of sin (Eph. 
5: 14; 1 Thess. 5: 7), and once of a deceased person (Mark 
5: 39), whom Jesus speaks of as sleeping, because he knows 
within himself that the time of seeming death will be short. 
The other word, meaning, in the active, to put to sleep, has, 
in the passive, the sense of falling to sleep, or of sleeping. 
Besides this sense, this word is beautifully used by our Lord 
when speaking of the death of Lazarus, because he has in 
view the raising of Lazarus from death, which thus becomes 
a short insensibility like that of a sleep. Compare John 
11: 11-14. Besides this, the word was used, both by heathens 
and Christians, euphemistically ; that is, in a meaning which 
softens down the reality of death. But to the Christian minds 
the shade of thought was changed. Death was like sleep, 
because there was a waking up from it, as there is a waking 
from sleep. And so it came into free use. 


The reader will naturally ask, Why, if the right of capital 
punishment had been taken away from the Jewish council 
and other courts by the Romans (John 18: 31), such a murder 
as this could occur? The answer is, that it was not the exe- 
cution of a judicial sentence, but a crime committed by a mob 
of furious bigots. The death of James, brother of John 
(Acts 12: 2), was Herod’s work, during an interval of power 
in Palestine. Other unknown martyrs, in whose death Saul 
was concerned, were killed, probably, in the same tumultuous 
way (chap. 26: 10). 

Chapter 8: 1—But Saul was consenting to his death: That 
is, was pleased, like the others. who killed Stephen, with his 
death. This brief reference is added to keep the reader in 
mind of one who is to be spoken of in the sequel. Though 
he had no share in the murder, he heartily concurred in it. 
So he says, himself, in 22: 20. In 26: 10, he says, “When 
they were put to death, I gave my vote against them,” which 
shows that he participated in similar persecutions. This has 
been interpreted to mean that he was a member of the San- 
hedrin, and voted for the condemnation of other Christians. 
But “I gave my vote” cannot mean “I gave my vote in the 
council.” The words, “ When they were being put to death,” 
are opposed to this meaning. He would have said, “when 
they were condemned to death,” if he had been one of the 
judges. The sense can only be, “I cast my vote—that is, I 
was in favor of it—when they were slain.”—And there arose 
on that day: That is, not at that time, but on that very day, or 
time. The persecution began at once, with a violence which 
may be accounted for from the Hellenists and Hebrews being 
united in it; they had also compromised themselves, and so 
must see their plan carried through. The members of the 
Jerusalem Church offered no resistance, but fled, and were all 
scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, 
except the apostles ; thus obeying the precept, “ When ye are 
persecuted in one city, flee unto another.” Yet we must sup- 
pose that the expression they were all scattered does not mean 
every member of the Church, but refers to the great mass of 
it. The apostles remained at Jerusalem as a central council. 


Verse 2.—And devout men buried Stephen, and made great 
lamentation over him: The word “devout” (found four times in 
the New Testament, and only in Luke’s writings) means 
cautious, reverential, religious, and, wherever it occurs, denotes 
religious Jews not yet Christians, but putting faith in the 
promises concerning the Messiah. Such was Simeon (Luke 
2: 25); such were the Jews who filled the house where the 
apostles met at Pentecost (Acts 4:5); and Ananias, who, 
although he may have been a Christian, is called devout 
(scrupulous) according to (in the way of observance of) “ the 
law.” A religious Jew could do what these men did, while 
such public honor to Stephen might expose Christians, 
avowedly such, to the rage of fanatics. Buried Stephen: 
That is, together carried him to the tomb. The word is 
And made great 
lamentation over him: The word translated “lamentations’’ 
means, primarily, beating of the breast, one of the practices in 
grief. 

Verse 3.—But Saul (by way of contra&t to these devout 
men) laid waste the church: Treated its members with cruelty 
and violence.— Entering every house: That is, having authority 
from the council or the high priest, he visited the houses 
(every or any house) of persons suspected or charged with 
being Christians. This police power in religious matters 
belonged to the Sanhedrin or to the priests; and, to some 
extent, the heads of synagogues had inferior jurisdiction 





(Luke 12:11; 21: 12)—And haling (that is, seizing and 
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drawing along by violence) men and women, committed them to 
prison, until their cases could be tried for being guilty of 
heresy ; that is, of being Christians. It is quite probable 
that the dreadful activity‘of Saul in this work was a relief 
from the self-righteous troubles of his soul which may now 
have visited him. 

Verse 4.—T hey therefore that were scattered abroad went about 
preaching the word: “They could not but speak what they had 
seen and heard.” As the seeds scattered by the wind dis- 
tribute vegetable life on all sides, so spiritual life was diffused 
by this persecution, And it became a great blessing, without 
doubt, to many of those who preached the word. When, 
however, we find the evangelist saying they were ail scattered, 
that Saul entered every house, and that they who were scattered 
preached the word, we must interpret it, not according to the 


spirit of a cold historian, but according to the language of a 
fervid Christian. 








STEPHEN’S OUTLOOK AND VISION. 
BY CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 


The eye of man has been, not inaptly, called “ the window 
of his soul.” Through it, he himself looks out; and if any 
one stands high enough in his confidence, through it he may 
likewise look in. The direction of just one glance sometimes 
exhibits a whole character in a single flash of revelation: 
and this may be drawn forth by the same object. Lot looked 
down towards Sodom; thus he displayed his avarice: Lot’s 
wife looked back towards Sodom; thus she disclosed her 
disobedience: Abraham looked forth on Sodom; thus he 
showed his faith after prayer. 

The history of this early martyr Stephen is told in a sin- 
gularly rapid narrative, the incidents of which have been 
grouped with much dramatic skill. For our present study 
it is better to fasten upon two particulars only, his outlook 
and his vision. 

I. The Outlook.—A slender analysis of the fifty-fifth verse 
of the chapter in which our lesson is found, will show us its 
expectancy : “he looked ;” its intelligence: “he looked up ;” 
its tranquillity: “he looked up steadfastly ;” its triumph: 
“he looked up steadfastly into heaven.” 

1. We remark, first, the expectancy of this devout dying 
man’s experience. He was now in search of help in his 
extremity ; it was nowhere to be found in that neighborhood 
where the stones were beginning to fly. He looked off from 
everything earthly, sent his mind backward after some old 
promise, forward for some fresh revealing of hope, and 
upward beyond all pain and worry for himself or the young 
church he loved. Our lesson is this: Give up all responsi- 
bility for the world’s history into the hands of a faithful 
God. How some people do distress themselves about the lot 
of their children after they themselves are dead; forgetting 
that they lived somehow after their parents died. Children 
will take their chances; God lives always. Stephen looked 
off from such things, and expected that all would go along 
well enough. 

2. Next, we remark the direction of Stephen’s look, for 
it discloses the intelligence of his experience. He might 
have, in some way, sought help from the Roman govern- 
ment; it would have been pardoned in him if he had been 
detected in sending a piteous glance around for sympathy 
from his fellow-believers; but this dying man “ looked up.” 
That was the only way in which to look, for one who had 
read the Old Testament as he had (Isa. 31: 1). Our lesson 
is this: We must rest for living help, and for dying grace, 
upon Jesus Christ (Heb. 12: 2). “A living hope,” said good 
Bishop Leighton, “ lives in death itself; the world dares say 
no more than Dum spiro, spero; but the children of God can 
add Dum exspiro, spero.” 

3. Again, we remark the attitude of this martyr, for it dis- 
closes the tranquillity of his dying experience. Remember 
how much there was to agitate Stephen’s mind and distract 
his attention in this supreme moment of his earthly exist- 
ence; then you will appreciate the force of the declaration, 
“He looked up steadfastly.” There is observable here no 
quailing of the coward, no cringing of the captive, no weak 
sympathy for those who (as he well understood) would mourn 
his death in bitterness of personal sorrow. Is it not strange 
that the one person in all the world who would fitly express 
his exact feelings through an hour so terrible as this, was 
at the time standing beside the garments of the people who 
were stoning him? Twenty-five years after this day, the 
young man “whose name was Saul,” spoke the words of 
description (Acts 20: 24). But his name was Paul at that 
time; and he was achanged man. So our lesson is this: Any 
sincere believer may depend upon his covenant-keeping God 
to give him perfect peace in dying, even under the most 
dreadful circumstances, if only he exercises perfect trust in 
the promise. 

4. It becomes us to notice, also, the reach of Stephen's 
glance, in order that we may rejoice in his triumph. “He 
looked up steadfastly into heaven.” It is not necessary for 


us to assert that he was at that moment where he could see 
the open sky itself. He turned his eye upwards instinctively, 
seeking God ; beyond this we know nothing. It may be that 
the sweep of his inner vision of faith was miraculously 
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‘extended, so that the scene of the earth and the firmament 


was dissolved into transparency or invisibleness. We shut 
our eyes to pray, and we seem to see Jesus Christ at the 
throne of grace; what becomes of the ceiling of the room, or 
the roof of the hoyse, or the darkness of the midnight? It 
is not worth while to grow confused over the subtle philos- 
ophy of religious experience ; our lesson is this: True faith, 
eminent and dauntless, has an eyesight of its own, which will 
prove gloriously serviceable at the final moment of life. 

II. The Vision.—Now we ask, in the second place, When 
Stephen looked up, what did he see? The answer is found 
by connecting the fifty-sixth verse with that we have repeated 
before. Two things are specially mentioned: the heavens 
were opened, and he saw “the glory of God,” and “Jesus 
standing on the right hand of God.” Two years afterwards, 
the “young man” Saul saw the same grand spectacle (Acts 
9: 3-5). It made him an apostle (1 Cor. 9: 1). 

1, What did Stephen mean by “the glory of God”? This 
will need a concordance; for it is answered from the usage 
of the inspired writers. Moses and Elijah appeared in glory 
with Christ (Luke 9:31). When Moses and Aaron saw it, 
it was like a pavement of sapphires (Exod. 24:10). It is 
enough for us to know that the dying martyr saw an unutter- 
able splendor which actually surprised him. He sprang 
towards it with a swift and impulsive gesticulation of dis- 
covery. He forgot where he was, and even ceased to think 
how unsympathetic an audience he had. He cried out: 
“Behold, I see the heavens opened!” 

2. What did Stephen mean by calling Jesus Christ “the 
Son of man”? For you must notice that Luke, who records, 
says he saw “ Jesus,” and Stephen, who speaks, says, “I see 
the Son of man.” Our Lord called himself by that name 
often, but never, in even so much as a single instance, did 
any one ever use the name in speaking of him till the moment 
this martyr died. There must be a lesson in this: even when 
ascended and glorified, even now while exalted above the 
heavenly host, the Son of God is still the Son of man. The 
human nature which sympathized at Nain, wept at Bethany, 
and forgave at Jerusalem—the mind which argued, the hand 
which swung the whip of cords, the heart which pleaded with 
men and prayed for them to God, the voice which stilled the 
sea—the very man, body and soul, who lit the lonely fire on 
the shore of Tiberias after the resurrection—he it is whom 
Stephen saw at the right hand of his Father in glory. 

As we close this wonderful story of the martyr’s outlook 
and vision, there is but one conclusion to be reached and 
pressed: Heaven is the only real thing in the universe, the 
only hope worth cherishing, the only end worth striving for 
by a Christian. 

In one of the Latin classics we meet a poetic conceit in 
which there is some irony, and more truth. Charon, the 
grim oarsman who rows the dead over the river Styx, is pie- 
tured as becoming curious to know where those myriads he 
is busy ferrying across the water come from. The multitudes 
seem to him so endless, and their manner so unhappy, as they 
are urged down to the boat, that he obtains leave to go and 
see for himself where and how a race of creatures live who 
exhibit such universal dissatisfaction. He journeys forth 
from his gloomy life among the shadows, and comes to the 
upper air. On the summit of a lofty mountain he is per- 
mitted to gaze over the cities and kingdoms of men. He 
sighs heavily as he loaks, for his mind is relieved, and then 
in secret satisfaction he returns. As he takes up his black 
oars once more, he only says in explanation, “ Why, all these 
people are spending their lives in just building birds’-nests, 
and no wonder they fail and are ashamed !” 

Stephen looks up into heaven; on the world side, this 
suffering martyr is a failure; but Jesus stands up to receive 
him | 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and 
they gnashed on him with their teeth (v. 54). Nothing cuts the 
heart like the truth. And nothing makes the teeth of a 
hearer gnash against a speaker like an unpalatable truth. It 
is not when men lie about us that we lose all control of our 
tempers; but it is when they have spoken some truth to us, 
or about us, which we haven’t the face to deny. It is only 
when our tongues fail us for a decent answer, that we take to 
teeth-gnashing against anybody. 

But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked wp stedfastly into 
heaven (v.55). Even if a man is full of the Holy Ghost, it 
is safer, and every way better, for him to look up into heaven 
while men are gnashing their teeth at him, than to look into 
the faces of his enemies. And if good men only would look 
away from those who are gnashing their teeth at them, good 
men would have less temptation to gnash their teeth back 
again. 

And saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand 
of God (v. 56). That was a more attractive sight than a 
group of angry men gnashing their teeth for rage. And 
Stephen would have missed that sight just then if he had not 
lifted his eyes toward heaven. Both sights are still to be 
geen by those who seek them. And many an avowed follower 





of Christ looks squarely into the faces of those who hate him, 
instead of lifting his eyes toward heaven, as the Holy Ghost 
would have him do. 

T hey cried out, .. . and stopped their ears (v. 57). Of course 
they did not hear any more of the truth from Stephen, while 
shouting out their cries of anger and stopping their ears. 
But their failure to hear the truth under these circumstances 
neither changed the truth, nor excused their ignorance of it. 
Stopping one’s ears never does either of these things. Yet 
there are many who stop their ears against God’s truth, and 
then think it is hard that they are to be held responsible for 
not believing what was said while their ears were stopped. 

He... cried, ... Lord, lay not this sin to their charge 
(v. 60). That was his return for their gnashing on him with 
their teeth, and stoning the life out of him. And he could 
make such a return, because he was full of the Holy Ghost, 
and because when he was hated and misused he looked up 
steadfastly into heaven. We say, sometimes, that we cannot 
be expected to bear everything without resenting it; and 
that what is heaped on us just now is more than any one 
ought to submit to. But if we were more like Stephen in 
spirit, we should find that the provocations we are under at 
the present are not so much worse than his, after all. If we 
are full of the Holy Ghost, and have our eyes fixed on Him 
whom we are set to represent and to witness for, we shall be 
more anxious for the forgiveness of those for whom our 
Master died, than for their punishment here or hereafter. 

There was a great persecution against the church, .. . and 
they were all scattered abroad... . They that were scattered 
abroad, went everywhere preaching the word (vs. 1,4). When 
the disciples were all gathered together in Jerusalem the 
Holy Ghost came upon them. When they were all scattered 
abroad, they went everywhere preaching. The wor!d has 
reason to rejoice that there was that gathering, and that there 
was that scattering. The seeds of the Christian Church were 
gathered and scattered to a purpose; to God’s great purpose. 
And the scattering was quite as important as the gathering. 
So in many a scattering since that day. Families have been 
scattered that they might carry blessings and receive blessings 
which they could not have given or received while all were 
together. And nations have been broken up in order that 
their fragments might be scattered as good seed in better soil 
elsewhere. When we find that God permits wials of any 
kind to scatter his gathered people, let us remember the per- 
secutions of the apostolic church, and wait in confidence for 
the new disclosure of his unfailing purposes of good. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY M. ©. HAZARD. 


A summary of the address of Stephen is necessary, not only 
to keep the connecting thread of the history unbroken, but 
also to show what things the council heard by which “they 
were cut to the heart.” The address wasa reply to the charge, 
“This man ceaseth not to speak words against this only place, 
and the law.” The proof adduced to sustain this charge was the 
false witness that declared that Stephen had said that Jesus of 
Nazareth should destroy the temple and change the customs 
that Moses had delivered to the people. In Stephen’s answer 
there appear to be two definite objects in view. 1. To show 
that the temple was not indispensable in the worship of God. 
2. To convict the rulers of sin with regard to their behavior 
to the One greater than the temple, who had come among 
them, and had been rejected. 

Relative to the first point, Stephen cited the following 
facts: 1. God appeared to Abraham in heathen Mesopotamia 
before there ever was a thought of atemple. 2. When God 
brought Abraham into Canaan, he not only did not. have him 
build a temple, but gave him no inheritance there. 3. God 
sent his people into bondage for four hundred years in Egypt 
where there were idolatrous ceremonies instead of a holy 
temple service. And yet even there he was with Joseph. 
4. There was “holy ground” even in Midian. 5. The taber- 
nacle indeed was built by God’s direction, but David “asked 
to find a habitation for the God of Jacob.” 6. Solomon 
indeed built him a house, “ howbeit the Most High dwelleth 
not in houses made with hands,” etc. The inevitable con- 
clusion from Stephen’s speech was, that it was not blasphemy 


to talk about the destruction of the temple. 


Concerning the second point, observe: That Stephen 
arraigns the fathers as well as the sons, for the purpose of 
making it manifest that the treatment of the Messiah was 
consistent with the whole previous history of the Jews as a 
people. 1. The patriarchs, moved with jealousy, sold Joseph, 
their future deliverer from famine, into Egypt. 2. The 
fathers at first rejected Moses, who was to be their deliverer 
from the bondage of Egypt, and afterwards disobeyed him, 
and turned from serving the living God to serve the host of 
heaven. 3. “As your fathers did, so do ye.” The fathers 
persecuted the prophets, which showed beforehand of the 
coming of the Righteous One—the sons had slain the Right- 
eous One himself, becoming the betrayers and murderers of 
the last Deliverer sent to Israel. 

I, The Vision.—1. The rage ofman. The address of Stephen 
failed of its chief object—the conviction and repentance of 
the rulers, They were “ cut to the heart,” but not “ pricked 





in their heart,” as were the people on the day of Pentecost 
under Peter’s arraignment of them. Their rage reached that 
point where gnashing with the teeth showed how thoroughly 
mastered with passion they were. They were not pricked in 
their heart, and therefore Stephen could not apply to them 
the balm of an assurance of salvation through the Christ 
whom they had crucified. 

2. The glory of God. What a wonderful contrast was 
Stephen’s vision to the sight just before him! Before him 
was a dark cloud of wrath—above, the glory of God. Here 
he saw only enemies—there, he beheld an Almighty friend 
the Son of man. Here he saw men ready to take his life— 
there, Jesus ready to receive him. Note: (1.) Why he saw. 
“ Being full of the Holy Ghost.” The others, not being full 
of the Holy Ghost, could not see what-was so plain to Stephen. 
(2.) What he saw. 1. He saw the héavens opened. What 
matter to Stephen, then, that earth rejected him! 2, Hesaw 
the glory of God. It was for the glory of God that Stephen 
had been concerned, 3. He saw the Son of man standing on 
the right hand of the throne of God—the place of power. 
Stephen beheld “the Son of man.” There was something in 
the appearance of Christ in heaven that identified him with 
the Christ that had been on earth. Of his standing at the 
right hand of God, Arnot says: “He was not sitting, as in 
peace and rest, but standing up, as one who felt the pain that 
his member on the earth endured.” Having seen this enrap- 
turing vision, Stephen could do no less than tell of it. His 
was an exclamation of ecstasy, rather than atestimony to the 
council, 

II. The Stoning.—Notice: 1. Its unlawfulness. There was 
no attempt to secure a death sentence from the Roman power. 
There was no formal verdict even. The council suddenly 
became a mob, and acted with a mob’s ferocity and disregard 
of law. That which changed the council into a raging rabble 
was Stephen’s exclamation at the sight of Jesus standing at 
the right hand of God. 2. The regard for forms. The rulers 
did not lose all their self-control. Certain forms were observed 
in spite of their rage. (1.) They cast Stephen out of the city 
before stoning him—thus paying due regard to the direction 
in Leviticus 24:14. (2.) The “witnesses” were first to stone 
him, as required by Deuteronomy 17:7, etc. The final pro- 
ceedings were as orderly and legal as though they were the 
carrying out of a formal judicial sentence. 

III. The Martyr.—Observe, that his first prayer is for him- 
self, and the second for his enemies. They are very much 
like the first and last prayers of Christ upon the cross, only 
in reversed order. The prayers were directed to the Lord 
Jesus—the one whom he had seen standing at the right 
hand of God. His petition for his murderers was uttered 
with a loud voice—all his dying energies being thrown into 
that cry. Next, mark how his death is spoken of. “He fell 
asleep.” That seems better to befit a peaceful, painless, quiet 
passing away of life. It appears to be inconsistent with pas- 
sion and hate and raining blows. But “there remaineth a 
rest to the people of God,” whether they peacefully end a 
long voyage, or are driven into harbor by fierce gales sooner 
than they expected. Stephen was beyond the power of the 
malice of his slayers—he was asleep in Jesus. 

IV. The Persecution—Concerning this, note: 1. That it 
was great. The tigerish thirst for blood was aroused. The 
death of one victim aroused the desire for more. The dis- 
ciples were scattered by reason of the persecution throughout 
Judea and Samaria, the apostles alone braving its fury by 
remaining at what they must have thought was their post— 
at Jerusalem. 2. That it did not hinder public lamentation 
over Stephen. He was buried, not by believers, but by 
“devout men,” who must have been moved by his words and 
his testimony. 3. That Saul was the persecutor. The one 
who was meant to build up the Church now was laying it 
waste. 4. That the persecution resulted in good. It had in it 
a divine design. Nothing but persecution, apparently, would 
have scattered the believers. God scattered them, that they 
might scatter the word. And in thjs, again, God was making 
the wrath of man to praise him. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


By a few questions, recall all that was taught of Stephen 
last week, and give some of the intervening narrative. What 
was charged against Stephen? How many were in the 
council when Stephen was tried? How did his face look ? 
The high priest, after hearing the charges against him, 
turned to the prisoner, and asked, “ Are these things so?” 

What Stephen answered.—Like Peter, at his trial, Stephen 
was ready to talk of God, of his Son, and of their sins. He 
said: “Hearken,” and called them “men, brethren, and 
fathers.” They charged that he had spoken against Moses; 
but he began away back, in the very beginning of their own 
Jewish Church, and told how God had called their father 
Abraham, and taught through all the years by signs and 
wonders, by tent and temple service, and by his word sent 
by his prophets, all teaching of Jesus who was tocome. He 
told how the Jews had killed the prophets who taught of the 
Just One, Jesus, whom they all knew, and of whom he said, 
“Ye are the betrayers and murderers.” Ob, how angry they 
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were! When Peter preached, men were “ pricked in their 
hearts;” now they were “cut to the heart,” and fairly 
gnashed their teeth in rage they could hardly put in 
words, They did not let him go on to tell how Jesus would 
forgive if they would only repent and believe. Stephen 
knew all the anger in their hearts, and the hate in their 
looks; but, turning from them, he lifted his beaming face 
and eyes, looking up and beyond at a glorious sight. 

What Stephen saw.—Do you know what God showed him? 
He had been preaching of the God of glory to those cruel, 
wicked men, and God showed him a sight of heaven. He 


. said: “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of 


man standing on the right hand of God.” Who called him- 
self the Son of man? The face that had looked love and 
pity, going about on earth, in glory looked lovingly on his 
poor tried servant. He had told his disciples he was going 
to sit down at the right hand of his Father on his throne; 
but, as Stephen saw him, he stood watching, waiting, to wel- 
come him. The crowd heard what Stephen said. Why 
need they wait for the court to decide? They all felt that 
nothing could be more wicked than for a man to claim to 
see God. They shouted, and cried aloud, to drown the sound 
of any more such talk, and stopped their ears, as if they 
would not hear another word from the prisoner. 

What they did to Stephen—They ran towards him, pushing 
and crowding him through the streets, until they got out of 


‘the city. So they did with another, once before. With whom? 


Where was Jesus crucified? When they got Stephen out- 
side of the city walls, but yet in sight of their beautiful 
temple, they began stoning him, Stoning to death was one 
of their ways of punishment for crimes, The witnesses were 
to cast the first stones, for that was their law; and though 
they, and not Stephen, were committing murder, they wanted 
to do it lawfully. The witnesses were so eager to hurl the 
stones, they threw off their outer coats or robes, and laid 
them down before a young man named Saul, for him to keep 
for them. Then the stoning began. Many in the crowd 
were glad to throw stones or rocks against the poor man in 
the power of such a mob, 

Stephen’s last words.—Amid the flying stones, Stephen found 
time for a few last words. Did he speak to any of those 
men like wild beasts around him? Not a word nor a groan 
to them; and yet some words for them. He found time to 
speak to the One*who stood on the throne, on whom his dying 
eyes looked, so that he hardly saw the cruel faces, and raging 
hands, and showers of stones. Faith and forgiveness were in his 
heart, on his lips-were two prayers. He was giving his body 
for the Master he loved; to him he said: “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” Then he prayed again,—not for himself 
or his friends, not for the Church he served as deacon, but 
for his enemies. Not a weak, whispered prayer, lying 
exhausted. Amidst the stones, he managed to get upon his 
knees, as he prayed in a loud voice, and cried: “ Lord, lay 
not this sin to their charge”’ Then he sank down, and all 
was over. Notice the very words that tell us how he died,— 
“He fell asleep.” The sight of Jesus made death as easy to 
him as if he rested on a soft bed, and heard the farewell 
words of loved ones at his side. Somewhere on the rocky 
roadside, his dying pillow was a pile of bloody stones; but 
even there Jesus’ love made it easy for him to fall asleep, 
knowing he would wake to be forever with him in the glory 
he was permitted to see while he suffered. Can you tell how 
he was like Jesus in his suffering, and in his dying words? 
Need any of us dread the time of death, since Jesus’ presence 
can make it so glorious? Will you try to remember that, to 
those who love Jesus, to die is to fall asleep? Where, and 
with whom, will the waking be? 

After Stephen's death.—The crowd, when they knew Stephen 
was dead, went away; and good men came, and took up the 
bruised, broken body, and buried it, with sorrow and tears. 
The murderers were not satisfied. Stephen was the first 
Christian martyr, not the last. They were hungry to take 
more lives. The Christians in Jerusalem saw jhow they 
were hated, and they went away into ail Judea and Samaria, 
to try and find peace in different cities and villages,—all 
but the apostles; they did not run; they were not afraid; 
for God stiil had work for them to do in Jerusalem. 

Remember the name of the young man who watched the 
clothes of the murderers; for, in a few weeks, we shall learn 
how Stephen’s dying prayer for his enemies was answered, 
even in him, Saul the slayer. 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 


What place does Stephen occupy on the list of Christian 
martyrs? (Title). What is God’s promise to all who are 
faithful unto death ? (Golden Text.) 

Which verses in Stephen’s defense relate to the call of the 
nation? Which to the patriarchal sojourn in Canaan? 
Which to their entrance into Egypt? Which to the prepara- 
tion for their deliverance? Which to the rejection of Moses 
in Egypt? Which to his divine commission and obedience 
thereto? Which to his rejection in the wilderness? Why 
did Stephen select the rejection of Moses as the theme of his 


discourse ? (Acts 7: 37, 51-53.) How did Moses’ own proph- 
ecy clear him of blasphemy in proclaiming the rise of the 
Greater Prophet? 

What is the first office of the Holy Spirit to the human 
soul? (John 16: 8, f.c.) What is the sin which ends in 
eternal death? (John 16: 9; 3: 18, 19.) Does conviction of 
sin always leave the heart better, or may it leave it in a worse 
state than before? (Acts 7: 54.) Can a heart, or can it not, 
long endure a state of conviction without a change either 
way? What two things are essential to clear spiritual dis- 
cernment? (y. 55.) Just what did Moses discern when 
God showed him his glory? (Exod. 33; 18-23; 34: 6-8.) 
Just what did Stephen perceive? Just what may we? How 
was Stephen’s vision made a benefit to others? (v. 56.) 
How does God expect us to benefit others by our spiritual 
discernment? (1 Cor. 2: 12,13.) How does the madness of 
willful unbelief manifest itself? (v. 57, 58.) Are we, by 
nature, believers or unbelievers? Are those who remain in 
unbelief through carelessness, in the same, or in less, danger 
than willful unbelievers? For what purpose did the wit- 
nesses lay off a part of their clothing? (Deut.17:7.) Was 
Saul guilty, or innocent, respecting Stephen’s death? (Acts 
22: 20; 23:1; 26: 9-11;1 Tim. 1:13.) To whom was his 
last prayer addressed ? (v. 59.) Should we always address 
our prayers to the Father, or may we address the Son and 
the Holy Spirit? How do you understand the twenty-third 
verse of the sixteenth chapter of John’s Gospel? In whose 
behalf did Stephen employ his last breath ? (v.60.) What 
command did he thus obey? (Matt. 5:44.) Why is his 
death called sleep? What was God’s purpose in permitting 
the early persecutions in Jerusalem? (Acts 8:1.) What is 
the character of the friendships formed in Christian work? 
(v. 2.) Where did the apostle John see Stephen some sixty 
years later? (Rev. 6: 9,10.) Why are the martyrs repre- 
sented underneath the altar? How do you harmonize the 
spirit of their csy with Stephen’s last prayer? Has the list 
of martyrs been completed since John’s vision, or shall others 
yet be added thereto? (Rev. 6: 11.) How did the Jews 
dare put Stephen to death without Rome’s sanction? Why 
should persons of energy and zeal feel a peculiar responsi- 
bility as to the enlightenment of their consciences? (v. 3.) 
When the heated season scatters the city Christians, what 
example should they consider? (v. 4.) 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





IN THE HOUR OF DEATH. 
—o— 
JESUS SAID: 


“My Gop, My GoD, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME”? 


STEPHEN SAID: 


“IsEE THE HEAVENS OPENED, AND THE SON OF MAN 
STANDING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF Gop.” 


—o—— 


JESUS WAS ALONE IN HIS DEATH, THAT WE 
MIGHT NOT BE ALONE IN DEATH. 











DOING 


panixo | FOR JESUS. 


DYING 








HINTS FOR LESSON HYMNS. 


[The first hymn of this list, set to a suitable tune, is to be found in 
The Scholars’ Quarterly.] 
“ Soldiers who to Christ belong.” 
“Tf through unruffled seas.” 
“ Am [ a soldier of the cross.” 
“ He leadeth me, oh, blessed thought.” 
“ How blest the righteous when he dies.” 
“ Asleep in Jesus: blessed sleep*! ”’ 
“Oh, for an overcoming faith.” 
“Tt is not death tq die.” 
“Christ will gather in his own.” . 
“There is an hour of peaceful rest.” 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


The first clause of verse 54, in the Greek, not the English, 
seems as if modeled after the thought that “the heart is 
wounded through the ears,” “the way to the heart is through 
the ears,” or as expanded in a multitude of Oriental proverbs 
and biblical sayings. It is not essential or necessary to put 
this idea into the translation; but it is one of the reasons 
which make one wish that the “ When they heard” of the 
Authorized, or the “ Now, when they heard” of the Revised 
Version, had been replaced by the literal “ And hearing,” or 
“ And as they heard.” Singularly enough, the Syriac follows 
an idiom which the Revised English renders with almost 








literal exactness, but the idiom means a different thing from 
the English. The letter is retained at the expense of the 
spirit; for the Syriac idiom is the regular one used to repro- 
duce the Greek, and means the same thing. A modern 
example, of a stronger sort, however, will illustrate the same 
point. The phrase “nothing less than” is common in both 
German and English, but the meanings are opposite in the 
two languages. In German the phrase answers to the Eng- 
lish “anything but.” Thus the English “he is anything but 
a drunkard” would in German be expressed by “ he is nothing 
less than a drunkard.” Some writers in England have been 
trying, within the last few years, to use the English phrase 
with its German meaning; as if, to use the same example, it 
did not need to be expanded into “ he is to be called nothing 
—less than he is to be called a drunkard.” 


“Into heaven,” or more literally, “into the heaven,” uses 
the same phrase which we first find in Genesis 1: 1, and is 
to be interpreted accordingly. “The heaven” is the sky or 
firmament; and the Pentateuchal conception of it, in one 
respect, is that it has, or is, a firmament which separates 
waters above it from waters below; so that at the time of the 
flood its sluice-gates were opened to help drowgthe earth. Of 
course the popular notion did not generally conceive of the 
earth as a sphere (though correct ideas in that direction are 
older than most moderns suppose), and the location of heaven 
—as the dwelling-place of God—above the earth, was much 
easier than for modern imagination. So in verse 56, the idea 
of seeing the heavens “opened ” (literally, opened through), 
is quite in accordance with the earliest popular conceptions 
of which the Old Testament Scripture makesuse. The plural, 
“heavens,” brings in a conception which existed in Stephen’s 
time and later; but how much earlier, or what was its exact 
form in his mind, it is impossible to say. The heathen 
philosophers varied in their ideas, and the Jewish fable may 
not have taken its later shape—of three heavens of successive 
heights. 

Stephen’s language in verse 56, borrowed from several Old 
Testament expressions, but especially from Daniel 7: 13, was 
as plain an indication to the Jews as could be, that Stephen 
saw the real Messiah there, in the person of Jesus. Its hint 
at the second Psalm must have been felt by the Jews of that 
time, as it would by several generations of later Jews ; though 
now a large portion of the Jews interpret that Psalm differ- 
ently. Quite a series of passages from old Jewish writers 
could be cited in illustration or amplification of these 
remarks, 

Another curious matter, to be passed, however, with merely 
a hint, is the elaborate direction, in a set of rules, for stoning 
blasphemers and others. Lightfoot condenses them under 
seven leads ; but his condensation would fill nearly the whole 
of this column. It need only be said that the stoning of 
Stephen was in several respects so contrary to these rules as 
to seem partly an acted travesty, partly a wild disregard. 
The stopping the ears was altogether wrong. The crime was 
to be proclaimed in a loud voice, as the criminal was brought 
out of the city ; at ten cubits from the place of stoning he was 
to be exhorted to confess, after the example of Joshua with 
Achan; and at four cubits from the place of stoning he was 
to be stripped. The witnesses’ laying off their outer gar- 
ments was a circumstance more necessary for Orientals than 
it is for Occidentals to take off their coats to work. 


The phrase “a young man named Saul” is one which does 
not at all interfere with the current speculations about his 
being a member of the Sanhedrin. The Greek word is one 
which is used in the Septuagint to denote the age of military 
service, like the Latin juventus. The Hebrew word corres- 
ponding means literally “chosen ;” that is, the choice, or 
flower, of the adult male population; but technically, the 
men fit for war. ; 


The word for “fell asleep,” and its peculiar use in subse- 
quent Christian literature and inscriptions, seems after all to 
be an adoption of an idea familiar enough in extra-biblical 
Hebrew, if not a rendering of the common word. But the 
history of the use of this word, already more than once spoken 
of in this column, is one of the remarkable gains which the 
religion of the Bible has acquired for the common speech of 
many generations, in many tongues, 

The mention that “devout men buried Stephen” is seen 
to have more than a passing importance, from the fact that 
people condemned by the Sanhedrin (which Stephen appears 
not to have been, at least formally), or stoned, or beheaded, 
or hung, were not suffered to be buried in the sepulchres of 
their fathers. They were buried in places belonging to the 
Sanhedrin, but set apart for that very purpose. That “devout” 
men should go in a body to bury him there (for the word 
shows they went in a body), shows how Stephen was regarded, 
and how strong the feeling was, on the one side or the other. 
More stress is to be laid on this fact than on their making 
great lamentation for him; although lamentation in such 
cases was discouraged, if not forbidden, for the inhuman 
reason that the lamentation might effect an expiation! It 
would be going altogether too far to suppose that the mourn- 
ers had even a distant idea that Stephen might share the 
fabled fate of Isaiah; that is, might rise again, after being 
martyred and buried in unconsecrated ground, 
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e Tragedy of Calvary: an Ulustrated sacred 
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xxxix, 387. New York: 
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tory of each country is treated separately in the same 
way. Subjects of interest to the British reader have 
precedence of all others, and the American editor's 
chief work has been the addition of several hundred 
American titles, and the correction of errors on subjects 
pertaining to America. The present edition claims to 
| have been brought down to the autumn of 1881; but it 
| is noticeable that the American editor, without saying 
anything about it, has brought his parts of the work 
down to 1882. In its present shape, this dictionary may 
be commended as a handy manual of dates; but, like 
the kindred dictionaries of quotations, completeness can- 
not be predicated of it. (8vo, pp. xiii,796. New York: 
Harper and Brothers. ) 


So long as the study of the classics is required in 
school and college, there will be a demand for pocket 
| editions of the most read Latin and Greek writers. 
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There is a sense in which Latin literature—the litera- 
ture of Roman law alone excepted—is only an echo of | 
and the same might truthfully be said with 


the Greek ; 


A memorable worthies of their 
mA iiiam ee Theale: Gentlemen. 
trated 4. 


ro map, pp. il, 390. New York: Charles Scribner's | Press in England, have done much to supply this 
By Alexander Balmain Bruce, D. D., Professor of | demand ; and more recently in America, the Harpers 


| have published a series of tastefully bound, and clearly 
printed, pocket classics. And now a Chicago publisher 


and Latin Texts. The two first volumes, already pub- 
lished, are Homeri Ilias, and Q. Horatii Flacci Carmina. 
These are simply the familiar Teubner texts—the first 
as edited by Dindorf, the second by Miiller—in an 
American dress ; but it must be confessed that they are, 
in point of usefulness, much superior to the exasperating 
paper-[un]bound copies of the German publishers, or 
the squat, pasteboard bound copies of the same. The 
series deserves the notice of teacher$. (Ilias. 16mo, pp. 
xxviii, 504. Price, $1.25.—Horatius. 16mo, pp. ]xxviii, 


reference to most of the popular histories in English of | 294. Price, $1.00. Chicago: Townsend MacCoun.) 


these literatures. Such a book, for instance, as Mr. G. A. 
Simcox’s History of Latin Literature, just reprinted by 
the Harpers, at once challenges comparison with Mahaffy’s 
History of Classical Greek Literature. It stands the com- 
parison with that work very well as regards typography, 
the size and shape of its two volumes, its binding, and 
the style of lettering on the back; but no further, 
Mahaffy’s work, in spite of some flaws, is a history of 
literature in the best sense; it is condensed, scholarly, 
accurate; and it gives the student aid towards special 
research, by providing him with select bibliographies of 


the works and sometimes of the criticism of each author. 


Mr. Simcox’s history covers more ground, comparatively, 
it begins with Ennius and ends with 
But it does not show the same scholarly 
grasp of the literature of its subject; the author is too 
apt to cover a critical question with an easy generality ; 
its style is pleasing rather than exact; and it tantalizes 
the advanced student by leading him just as far as he 
can go himself, and leaving him just where help begins 
to be needed. The sole part of the work to which this 
criticism does not apply are the chronological tables 


than Mahaffy’s ; 
Maximianus. 


prefixed to each volume; these are clear and condensed, 


is work cannot be recommended, as a whole, to 


In these days of widespread Bible study, there is no 
lack of books of Bible history. And yet, the good ele- 
mentary histories are not so numerous but that they may 
be counted on the ten fingers. One of the freshest and 
most condensed of the single-volume books of ‘this class, 
is Professor William G. Blaikie’s Manual of Bible History, 
of which a new and enlarged edition has just been pub- 
lished. Professor Blaikie’s book is noteworthy as con- 
taining, in very little space, not only a history of Bible. 
times from the creation to the close of the New Testa- 
ment history, but as supplying the necessary links with 
profane history and the illustrations of the sacred narra- 
tive which have been made possible by modern research. 
It is, therefore, no mere enumeration of Scripture facts ; 
but a carefully woven narrative of Bible history in the 
light of present scholarship. Itshould be added that the 
spiritual purport of Scripture is everywhere kept steadily 
in view. (12mo, pp. viii, 504. New York: Thomas 
Nelson & Sons. Price, $1.50.) 





For children, as well as for men and women, there is 


| and heroic life actually lived. It is the recognition of 


i give some needed bibliographical hints, Although | Perenasive t a good and heroic life 9p potent:as & gned 


dvanced students of Latin, for English readers who 
wish to know something of the literature of Rome with- 
out actually going into the study of the Latin language, 
or for beginners in the classical languages who wish to 
gain a general knowledge of Latin literature as a guide 
to future study, it is one of the best. It is full enough 
and its phrases 


for general purposes; it is easily read ; 


are bright enough to command the attention, and to rivet 
(12mo, 2 vols., pp. xxxvi, 


themselves in the memory. 
468; xxxv, 481. New York: Harper and Brothers ) 


Among the various historical cyclopedias now in_ use 
in England and America, Haydn’s Dictionary of Dates 
has for many years maintained its place as one of the 
First pub- 
lished in England in 1841, it has kept abreast of the 
time by frequent editions until the present year, when 
an American edition, revised by Mr. George Cary Eggles- 
ton from the seventeenth London edition, is offered to | 
The vice of the English Haydn 


briefest and most popularly serviceable. 


the American public. 
is its fragmentary character, and its spasmodic editing 


there is a lack of a consistent system of dealing with 


historical subjects and persons which is fatal to th 


perspective of the work. As revised by its American 
editor, who has not dealt boldly enough with the subject- 


matter, this fault is still prominent. The book is 


combination of the chronological and alphabetical plans; 


this truth which has led the Rev. Dr. Daniel Wise, so 
long the Sunday-school secretary and editor of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, to write the little series of 
biographical sketches entitled Heroic Methodists of the 
Olden Time. There are sixteen short biographies in all, 
and they embrace outlines of the lives and work of the 
Wesleys, Whitefield, Lady Huntingdon, John Fletcher, 
‘ Adam Clarke, and other men and women who helped to 
form early Methodism. The style is very simple and 
pleasing; and the lessons of each life are made plain 
enough for the comprehension of children. Portraits of 
the most noted characters named make the book more 
valuable for children’s use. (16mo, illustrated, pp. 307. 
New York: Phillips and Hunt. Price, $1.25.) 





Perhaps the best biography which could be prepared 
of one of the women who were pioneers of reform in a 
great historic period of the nation’s history, is the vol- 
ume of Letters of Mrs. Iydia Maria Child. These are 
biographical, in that best sense which should character- 
; | ize the letters of a good woman. 





They cover a period 
of sixty-three years, and have been selected from a 
e| correspondence with a wide circle of friends and 
acquaintances,—a correspondence in which Mrs. Child 
unconsciously reveals the strengths and the weaknesses 
ajof her own character. Mr, Whittier’s sympathetic 
introduction is not the least interesting part of the 





the subjects ere arranged alphabetically, but the details book, coming as it does from one from whom little more 
under each title are given in chronological order. Thus, | in the way of active literary work can be expected. An 
under the caption “ Inquisition,” there is a short account | excellent engraved portraitof Mrs. Child prefaces the 








LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


In the North American Review for March, Mr. 
Moncure D. Conway gives a cleverly written, but essen- 
tially misleading, sketch of Mr. Gladstone’s character and 
career ; and Professor Sumner, of Yale, re-expounds his 
views on the question of the protective tariff. 


Dr. Robert Young, the author of the Analytical Con- 
cordance, has for some time been engaged on a popular 
abridgement of that work, which will shortly be issued 
by his Edinburgh publishers. In the abridgment nearly 
all the references are retained, but the Scripture quota- 
tions showing the context are omitted, while the Hebrew 
and Greek words are given in English letters only. 


In the double number, for January and February, of 
The Hebrew Student, there is an interesting paper by the 
Rev. Dr. John P. Peters, on Professor Friedrich 
Delitzsch’s views on the origin and significance of the 
Tetragrammaton. This magazine shows signs of prog- 
ress ; but it has not yet progressed enough to get rid of 
frequent and grotesque mistakes of proof-reading, both 
in English and Hebrew. 


The recent death of Wagner gives aspecial timeliness 
to Mrs. Van Renssalaer’s article, Parsifal at Baireuth, in 
the March Harper, which is not only a critique of the 
drama, but a contribution to popular knowledge of the 
critical and domestic life of the great composer. Mr. 
Boughton’s picturesque series on Holland, and Colonel 
Higginson’s on early American history, with Mr. Charles 
Francis Adams’s paper, Sir Christopher Gardiner Knight, 
and Mrs. H. W. Sewall’s poem, Consola, are the most 
noteworthy of the other contents. 


If the first installment of Longfellow’s drama, Michael 
Angelo, as published in the Atlantic Monthly, left the 
reader in any doubt as to whether the poem were worthy 
of the poet, that doubt must have’ been removed by the 
two succeeding installments. The third part, which 
appears in the Atlantic for March, is in Mr. Longfel- 
low’s best style, and would have been recognized as the 
work of the dead poet, though it had not borne his name. 
In Carlyle’s Country, Mr. John Burroughs faithfully 
describes the district around Ecclefechan, Scotland, 
made memorable by association with Carlyle. 








There is a freshness and naturalness in Mr. John Bur- 
roughs’s open-air papers which will cause many of the 
readers of the March Century Magazine to turn first to 
the essay bearing Mr. Burroughs’s name, on Signs and 
Seasons, which is a sympathetic study of the changing 
aspects of nature. In the same number, Dr. Leonard 
Woolsey Bacon tells the story of his father’s earnest life, 
under the title of A Good Fight Finished ; H. H. tells of 
a visit to Ober-Ammergau; and Mr. George W. Cable 
and Dr. Edward Eggleston continue, respectively, their 
historical sketches of Louisiana and the New England 
Colonies. Of the poems of the month, the most interest- 


ing are the unfinished verses of Bryant, addressed to his 
dead wife. 


Concerning the recent notice in these columns of the 
really admirable work of Mr. Brace on the achievements 
of Christianity, the accomplished author writes: 

To the Editor of The Sunday School Times. 

SyR:—In the able and scholarly review, in your last num- 
ber, of my work, Gesta Christi, your reviewer justly notes 
the great condensing of matter in treating of patria potestas, 
or Roman “ paternal tyranny.” This was necessary because the 
book was designed for a large audience, and the danger was of 
rendering certain chapters too dry or technical. Yet the basis 
of it all must be scientific or a classification of well-authenti- 
cated facts. It must be a book both for scholars and the multi_ 
tude. There was the difficulty. The two opening chapters— 
important as they are—are certainly the driest of the book, and 
they were rewritten half adozen times to condense the large 
material. Your reviewer thinks I do not mention the limita- 
tion of the paternal power in the peculium castrense of the son, 
and. in the case of his holding a public office. But on page 
13 are allusions to both these cases. “ At first, all his (the son’s) 
earnings belonged to the father. The humane spirit step by 
step protected him, and obtained for him more individual rights. 
Certain portions of his property, acquired in specifie modes, 
were secured tohim. But it was only under Constantine and 
the early Christian emperors that the son’s rights of property 
were extended to acquisitions made in a great variety of public 
and religious offices.” Yours respectfully, CC. L. BRACE. 


It is true that in the passage quoted by Mr. Brace the 
legal limitations of the paternal power are alluded to, 
though not distinctly mentioned. But that moditying 








—_—lCTerlCUO 














March 3, 1883.] 


» a 4 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





139 








_ clause is not siifficient to prevent the false conception 


which the non-classical reader would naturally take 
from the chapter. Just previous to the introduction of 
Christianity, the killing of a son by a father, except 
under very unusual circumstances, would have been 
condemned by public sentiment.as atrocious. But Mr. 
Brace’s chapter gives no hint of this advanced public 
sentiment. Indeed, a reference to the context in which 
Mr. Brace’s quotation occurs will show that the legal 
limitation mentioned would be most naturally under- 


stood as applying to property only. Again, it is not| years ago. He has little time to prepare himself, as he 
only true that a father had no paternal power over a | 


son holding a public office, but the son, while holding 
that office, could control his father,—thus reversing the 
ordinary legal relation of father and son. This single 
fact is sufficient to prove that the position of a son in 
the late republic and early empire had little analogy to 
that ofa slave. Yet, in spite of these minor and indeed 
inevitable errors,—errors more of compression than of 
direct misstatement,—we take pleasure in again recom- 
mending Gesta Christi as a most important thesaurus of 
the facts of the world’s progress under Christianity. 
Ministers and Sunday-school teachers need to have at 
hand just such a compendious statement of Christian 
history, not alone as a thesaurus of facts, or as an epitome 


of Christian progress, but as a guide to further personal 
research in this field. 








WORK AND WORKERS. 


THE FOREIGN SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
ASSOCIATION. 


At the February meeting of the Foreign Sunday- 

School Association, the letters received by the various 
correspondents during the month were presented for con- 
sideration. These showed a general progress and a 
healthful condition of the work. 
» Bohemia.—The letters from this country were most 
encouraging, especially in view of the fact that active 
Sunday-school work is scarcely more than three years 
old. The Rev. V. Dusch of Kolin, after a very interest- 
ing account of his troubles with the three parishes under 
his charge, one of which was the scene of Hussite strug- 
gles and sufferings,—5,000 of these brave Protestants 
having been here cast into an abandoned silver-mine,— 
says of his Sunday-school work in the kingdom, “ Our sta- 
tistics show that we have eighty schools, with 200 
teachers, and 2,582 scholars. Ten years ago, we had 
only eight schools. I have two schools in my con- 
gregation ; the other, in a village about five miles from 
Kolin, is superintended by a layman. There are yet 
seven schools of which we have no data. The Lutherans 
made a fair start, but we hear of no more than seven 
schools of theirs.” 

Several Bohemian correspondents, besides Mr, Dusch, 
among them Mr. F. E. Szalatnay of Cclim, speak of a 
meeting of Sunday-school teachers, held at Kolin, 
December 8, which was very largely attended, the Rev. 
Mr. Clark and the Rev. Mr. Pomeroy of Prague, making 
addresses. Mr. Basterky of Prague, speaking of this 
meeting, says: “ A joyful progress was reported, and a 
Sunday-school committee was selected from the members 
of the various evangelical churches.” Mr. Szalatnay has 
four Sunday-schools under his care, and could establish 
two more could he find the right men for superinten- 
dents. He considers the position “too important to be 
intrusted to any one except men of whose faithfulness 
and love to Jesus, and sufficiency to guide the children,” 
he has satisfactory evidence. These schools are at Celim, 
Predhradi, Novaves, and Krechor. The superintendent 
of the latter, vicar to the pastor, has recently been 
elected pastor of Libenioc, near Kolin, where he will at 
once commence a Sunday-school. These schools are all 
held at 4.30 in the afternoon, generally in the public 
school buildings, the school teachers taking classes; the 
children sing a good deal, and the pastor visits each in 
turn once a8 month. Mr. Szalatnay closes his letter in 
these words: “I do not doubt that the Sunday-school 
people, even without military show and drganization, by 
and by, will prove to the native of Bohemia a true and 
successful Salvation Army.” 

Good Sunday-school hymns is a constantly recurring 
need of these new schools, and to meet it, in his own 
country, Mr. J. Rothmayer of Klausenberg has recently 
completed the translation of forty into the Hungarian 
tongue; they were published and ready for use on 
Christmas Day. 

Austria.—This country contributes three letters this 
month; one of these, written by Pastor Ponkraz at 
Gyekenyes, mentions a school held “ from seven to eight, 








for children from ten to fifteen years old. The pastor 
instructs them in religion; the other teachers, in the 
other branches.” Another, from Karl Sakardy at Alsoh, 
simply announces the formation of a new school, with 
himself and youngest son as teachers. 
Russia.—Sunday-school organizations are not, as yet, 
very numerous in Russia, but a good work is being 
accomplished among the German residents. A letter has 
this month been received from C. Barth, a tailor, of 
Eydtkiinen, who commenced a school two and a half 


must labor at his calling during the week, but devotes 
his Sundays to the school, and has gathered in about 200 
children, between the ages of three and fifteen, going 
often to neighboring villages, over very rough roads, to 
win them. Three-quarters of these pupils are girls. Mr. 
Barth teaches the elder, his wife the younger ones. 
Eydtkinen is a town of 3,000 souls in East Russia. 

Germany.—F rom Eisenach comes a sketch of a Sunday- 
school, just five years old, which now numbers 700 
scholars ; and as the only attainable hall will only hold 
250, arrangements are made to alternate the two divis- 
ions, one meeting one Sunday, the other the next. 
Pastor Schubert, appointed to this parish two years ago, 
is said to be most earnest and energetic in the work. 





—_—_-- 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


— There was a large attendance at the recent conven- 
tion of the Florida State Sunday-schoo! Association, and 
the delegates were full of enthusiasm for a further exten- 
sion of the work in that State. The reports indicated 
commendable progress in Sunday-school work in recent 
years; but revealed, at the same time, that there were 
still large districts where the work of the Sunday-school 
missionary is demanded. The feeling of the convention 
was in favor of further and closer organization as a 
means of doing more effective work. 


— It is a cheering sign of the progress being made in 
the work of the Young Men’s Christian Associations in 
colleges that this year a conference, which is to be 
counted as the first annual conference of the Young 
Men’s Christian Associations of New England Colleges, 
was held at Yale College, February 17 and 18. There 
were speeches and discussions; the discussions being on 
how to increase membership, on college Bible-study, and 
on college prayer-meetings, and being illustrated by 
reports from the various colleges. Mr. L. D. Wishard 
delivered an address on “ Missionary work, home and 
foreign: its appeal to college students ;” and the Hon. 
J. V. Farwell spoke on “College work in its relation to 
the work of the Young Men’s Christian Associations 
throughoyt the world.” Mr. S. M. Sayford presided at 
all the meetings. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 


— There is a total membership of three hundred in 
the Congregational Sunday-school of South Hadley 
Falls, Massachusetts ; and the average attendance is two 
hundred and eight. During the year, four scholars 
united with the church. 


— Corrections which have been made in the report 
recently presented to the Philadelphia Sunday-school 
Association bring up the total Sunday-school member- 
ship of Philadelphia, as far as reported, to 164,782. The 
total number of scholars, according to the amended 
report, is 148,885. This increases both items more than 
a thousand over the report as before given in this column. 

—From Minnesota, a month’s various work is thus 
reported by a missionary of the American Sunday-school 
Union: Six new schools organized, and three revived; 
three Sunday-school conventions attended ; ten Christ- 
mas trees set up in poor Sunday-schools, for the first 
time; and clothing, sent by the Sunday-school of the 
Presbyterian Church in New Rochelle, New York, as in 
former years, distributed among the poor, which enabled 
many children to attend Sunday-schools which had been 
closed for the winter. One of the new schools meets in 
a blacksmith’s shop; another was gathered in a Scandi- 
navian settlement. 

— One of the most active of the county Sunday-schoo 
associations of Ohio is that of Allen County. A few 
years ago the association was hardly alive; but in 1878 
Mr. J. H. Dague, who was appointed to the presidency, 
organized a band of twelve workers, whose duty it was 
to visit every school in the county, to gather statistics, 
and to make reports. These workers have been holding 
Sunday-school meetings in all parts of the county, and 
their work has been attended with a considerable degree 
of success. Their plan of work is to hold meetings on 


lay Christians, though the co-operation of ministers ie 
invited; and to make the object of each meeting wholly 
spiritual, not admitting anything which would conflict 
with that object. The result of four years’ work along 
this line is a quickening of interest in the Sunday-schoo! 
throughout the county, and an added efficiency given te 
the Sunday-school agencies already at work. 


— Philadelphia has fourteen Sunday-schools which 
have a membership of overa thousand ; and one of these 
just rises above the two thousand line. The order of 
these schools is as follows: Bethany Presbyterian Sun- 
day-school has a membership of 2,063; Wharton Street 
Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school has 1,818 members ; 
St. Mark’s Protestant Episcopal, 1,694; Siloam Meth- 
odist Episcopal Sunday-school, 1,648; Cumberland 
Street Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school, 1,282; Zion 
Lutheran Sunday-school, 1,212; St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Sunday-school, 1,175; St. Luke’s Protestant Episcopal 
Sunday-school, 1,115; the Holy Apostles’ Protestant 
| Episcopal Sunday-school, 1,058; Gethsemane Baptist 
Sunday-school, 1,053; Kensington Methodist Episcopal 
| Sunday-school, 1,052; Hollond Memorial Presbyterian 
| Sunday-school, 1,009; Walnut Street Presbyterian Sun- 
day-school, 1,009, and St. James’ Lutheran Sunday- 
school, 1,000. Three Sunday-schools are reported as 
having a membership of nine hundred and over. The 
first is the Holy Trinity Protestant Episcopal Sunday- 
school with a membership of 973; the second is the Holy 
Trinity Memorial Protestant Episcopal Sunday-school 
with 928, and the third the Mantua Baptist Sunday- 
school with 900 members. Of these seventeen Sunday- 
schools, five belong to the Protestant Episcopalians, 
four to the Methodist Episcopalians, three to the Presby- 
terians, and three to the Lutherans, and two belong to 
the Baptists. 





GENERAL. 


—During the last thirty years the Children’s Aid 
Society of New York has taken out from that city into 
better homes about sixty-seven thousand children. In 
the majority of cases the children, who would otherwise 
have grown up into pauperism and crime, have become 
good and useful members of society. 


—In its ninth annual report, the Seamen’s and Lands- 
men’s Aid Society of Philadelphia shows a year’s work 
of quiet usefulness among the sailors who have come to 
the port of Philadelphia. Nearly 73,000 papers, 15,000 
tracts, 1,200 books, 6,097 pamphlets, 30 prayer-books, 
327 hymn-books, 130 Bibles, and 130 New Testaments 
have been given out. The number of visitors to the 
library was 1,624. 


PERSONAL. 


—In the death of the Rev. Dr. Lyman H. Atwater, 
Princeton College and the Presbyterian Church in 
America lose one of their most efficient scholarly work- 
ers. Professor Atwater was best known outside of his 
own church and college as the author of a Manual of 
Elementary Logic, which has had a wide circulation as 
a college text-book ; but at Princeton he was esteemed, 
not only as the senior professor, and as one to whom the 
present prosperity of the college was largely due, but as 
a scholar of genial and kindly spirit. Dr. Atwater was 
called to the chair of mental and moral philosophy at 
Princeton in 1854, and from that time to his death he 
maintained his connection with Princeton. He was 
born in 1813, and had nearly completed his seventieth 
year at the time of his death. 


—Find out what a boy’s prevailing aim in life is, and 
you, in most eases, will have the key to his after career. 
The Rev. Dr. Leonard Woolsey Bacon, in the brief 
record of his father’s life which appears in the March 
Century, finds one of the springs of action, in that 
unresting, noble life, in one of his father’s boyhood 
hopes. “I have found,” writes the son, “in a drawer 
of his table, some of his old college declamations, and 
am touched with the fervid warmth of the boy’s hope 
and expectation that the conversion of the whole world 
to the faith of Christ was about to be achieved. This, 
after all, was the one inspiration, the one plan, the one 
conscious purpose of his life. He conceived it, he 
measured it in its majestic magnitude, set himself about 
it as a thing to be accomplished.” Andin theinspiration 
of that hope, Leonard Bacon became what men know 
he was! 


—It is a pleasant sign of the progress which evangeli- 
cal religion is making in France, that even Parisian free- 
thinkers are not unwilling to let the “new gospel,” as 
they term Protestant Christianity, have a fair hearing. 
The other day, Dr. E. de Pressensé, one of the best known 
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address a free-thinking club in Paris. He 
went, and he reports that he was warmly 
received. Much of what he said in defense 
of Protestant Christianity was received 
with every mark of approval; although 
more than once signs of dissent were not 
wanting. He was asked if he had ever 
seen God. “No,” he replied, “ I have not 
seen him, but I have felt and heard him 
whenever the voice of conscience has re- 
proached me in his name for any wrong 
[ have done. I pity those who do not 
hear this voice, but you will all hear it 
one day.” This statement was received 
with solemn silence. Dr, Pressensé him- 
self thinks that this gathering “ presented 
many hopeful features,” especially as 
showing that even in a radical and revo- 
lutionary club, presided over by the noto- 
rious Louise Michel, “it is possible to 
gain a hearing for ‘words of Christian 
truth.” 





BU SI NESS ‘DEPARTMEN Te 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 50,000 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at anytime, The uniform rate for 
ordinary advertisements is 25 cents per agate 
line for each and every insertion, except during 
the months of November and December, when the 
rate is 40 cents per line. 


HORSFORD’S ACID PHOSPHATE 
FOR WAKEFULNESS. Dr. WM. P. CLO- 
THIER, Buffalo, N. Y., says: “I pre- 
scribed it for a Catholic priest, who was a 
hard student, for wakefulness, extreme 
ase etc., and he reports it has 

been of arent benefit to him.” 








SPECIAL NOTICES. ate Ma 
Ke ‘ompound Oxygen Co, are re dispensing Home 
Treatments 45 less cost ype Lg | Remarkable 
testimonials, Terms, etc., t free. FELTWELL & 
co. , Proprietors, 1) 1117 ‘Girard Bt, Philadelphia, Pa, 


For Coughsand Throat Disorders use BRown’s 
BRONCHIAL TROCHRs, “ Havenevercha my mind 
respecting them from the first except I think yet better 
of that which I began by thinking well of.” —Rev. Hen lenry 
Ward Soman 's Sold | only in boxes. Price, 25 cents. 


THE LIFE AND EPISTLES OF 
THE APOSTLE PAUL. 


By the Rev. W. J. CONYBEARE, M. A., late 
Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, and 
the Rev. J. 8. Howson, M. A., Dean of 


Chester, 12mo, 764 pp., maps and illustra- 
tions, Price, $1. 


Cheap edition, without iustrations, $1.00. 

“Conybeare and Howson” is the best work on St. 
Paul that has graced the literature ofthe church, The 
present edition is a marvel of beauty and oe 
Christian Advocate, N. ¥. 

This great work stands at the head of a class o 
works of which it is a type and amodel. The nish 
ers have conferred a great favor upon the Christian 
public by thus bringing this almost indispensable work 
within the om =f of a greater number of readers.— 
Vermont Chronicle. 

Avery Vv aluable work to any Bible student is here in 
aconvenientform. There is extant no book on the 
wonderful life of the great apostie to the Gentiles 
which can compare with this.— Herat 

Mr, Crowell has done the Chris 
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ublic, and the 

Sunday-school world in particular, a Foal service by 
the timely issuance of this fine volume. The maps are 
invaluable, and the illustrations of places useful in a 
high degree— Meth. Protestant. 

his new edition contains all that the ordinary 
reader or English student will vegetre, and for such a 
person will still remain by far the best book on the 
subject.— The Sunday School Tim 

‘or popular use, this is the dest. edition of this stan- 
dard work we are acquainted with!— United 
— aes. 5 h 

uring the presen Py mod there is nothi that 

could be more helpful to those en @pon the 
Tnternational Lessons than this v le, or rather 
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bead can Les Ay A. —s & recent book that has had a 

better reception n this, The life of the great 
apostle to the Gentiles has never neasee been | naan 
80 attractively.—Central Christian A 
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For sale by all booksellers, t 7 
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CHOICE RECITATIONS 
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oO. This number is uniform with Nos. 
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Oratery. Pathos, . Fun, ice, 25 cents, 
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wants meth ‘New to recite, oo et the 
whole set. gine copy each of Noa, 3,0 and 5 
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Address, J.5. OGILVIE & CO., Publishers, 
31 Rose Street, New York. 
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CAN YOU FIND 


A Magazine for the Family Equal to 


WIDE. AWAKE? 


m@” Read what the press say of it:— 


“Tt easily surpasses its rivals.”"—[Christian Mirror. 

“ A whole family library in itself.”"—[ Putnam Patriot, 

“The illustrations are quite unrivalled.”—{N. Y. 
Times. 

“It is a magazine controlled by genuine artists.” 
—([Gazette. 

“The cheeriest and purest literature.” —[Protestant 
Statesman. 

“Each number seems the best possible.”~-[Chicago 
Standard. 

“ Now recognized the leading publication for young 
folks.” —[ Freeman. 

“ Nothing printed in Europe at all approaches it.” 
—[Springfield Republican. 


“ All that a reasonable being could desire.” —[ Boston 
Traveller. 


Only 25 cents, or only $2.50 a year. 


BABYLAND. 


Dainty and sweet and funny—and Baby’s own. 
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5 cts. anumber—50 cts. a year. 


Our Little Men and Women, 


Surpasses all other publications for Youngest Readers. 
10 cts. a number—$1.00 a year. 
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THE PANSY. 


The Charming Weekly for Boys and Girls. 


7 cts. a month—75 cts. a year. 


March Numbers of the Above Now Ready. 


aay” Subscriptions may begin at any time. Address, 


D. LOTHROP & CO., Publishers, 
32 Franklin Street, Boston. 
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“ T know of nothing in the whole range of 
« Sunday-School Literature so jitted to be 
“ helpful to our American youth as‘ F ROM 
“LOG CABIN TO WHITE HOUSE.’” 
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No. 1, now , containing words and music, ada ted 
for Anni Children’s Day, Colebrations, un- 
per hundred postpald. Sold on en booksell 

sellers. 
mailed to anv n oc ye rier om Foce Peceii 
ari aaebiea Mewtee” 















Sei 


[FOUR EXQUISITE BOOKS. 


Longfellow Birthday Book. 
Emerson Birthday Book. 
Whittier Birthday Book. 
Lowell Birthday Book. 


Each with a fine portrait and twelve illustra- 
tions. Elegantly bound. Cloth, $1.00; flex- 
ible calf or sealskin, $3.50. 


These little volumes are gems of books. On 





writings of Longfellow, Emerson, Whittier, and 
Lowell, for each day of the year. ‘ 

On the right-hand pages, under the several 
dates, are interesting memoranda,—birthdays 
of famous persons are indicated, the occurrence 
of noteworthy events which the writers have 
commemorated ; and there are blank spaces for 
the autographs’ of friends on their birthdays, 
and for any memoranda which the owner of the 
book wishes to record for special days. 


GIFT BOOK 
AUTOGRAPH ALBUM. 


L N. B.—These books are charming and appro- 
| priate gifts for birthdays. 


*,* For sale by all Booksellers. Sent by mail, 
postpaid, on receipt of price by the Publishers, 
HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, & COMPANY, 


4 Park Street, Boston, Mass. 








“OXFORD” 





Teachers’ Bibles. 
“OXFORD” 


Revised New Testaments, 
Authorized by the American Committee of Revision 


In various Sizes and Styles of Binding. 
For sale at all bookstores throughout the country. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 

42 Bleecker St... New York. 
BY THE AUTHOR OF THE 

“WIDE, WIDE WORLD.” 

NOBODY, a story, 12mo, - 

Uniform with : 

MY DESIRE, 12mo, - - : 1.75 

THE END OF A COIL, 12mo, 1.75 

THE LETTER OF CREDIT, 12mo, 1.75 

ARNOT ON THE ACTS, - 1,50 


God’s Light on Dark Clouds. 
By THeEo, L. CuYLER, D.D. 2d edition. .75 











$1.75 








Moses and the Prophets. 

A Review of Prof. W. RoBERTSON SMITH 
and Dr. A. KUENEN. By WILLIAM HENRY 
GREEN, D.D., of Princeton. 12mo, - $1.50 





Robert Carter & Brothers, 


530 Broadway, New York. 


Any of the above sent by mail, postage prepaid, on 
See | of price. 


We have just issued 

ewar ar S Five Packets ofSun- 
*day-school Reward 

Cards, the handsomest ever offered for the. rice, with 
text on each, h Packet a gy from 16to 30 cards, 





They are sold by all liers. Ask for * Ry a 
pie’s Packet” of cards. Price Packet, 25 


e will send rf. each of the five Packets Ay 
» on recei) Car Sample card sent to any 
pales OGILVIE #°¢ CO., Publishers, 

: Rose Street, New York, 





the left-hand pages are choice extracts from the 


These little books are a happy eutahination of 





HARPER & BROTHERS’ — 
LIST OF NEW BOOKS, 


L 
HAYDN’S DICTIONARY OF DATES and Uni- 


versal Information relating to all Ages and Na- 

tions, Seventeenth Edition, ee the History 

of the World to the Autumn of 1881 y BENJAMIN 

VINCENT, Librarian of the Royal Institution ofGreas 

Britain; Cor. Mem. Hist. Soc. New York. Revisec 

fe American Readers. Large 8vo, 810 pages, cloth, 
00. 


It. 
ENGLISH LITERATURE IN THE ISTH CEN- 


TURY. By Tuomas Serceant PERRY. 
12mo, cloth, $2.00. ste 


A HISTORY OF LATIN LITERATURE, from 
Ennius to Boethius. By Groner AvueustTus SiM- 
cox, M.A., Fellow of Queen’s College, Oxford. In 
Two Volumes. 12mo, cloth, $4.00. Uniform with 
Mahaffy’s ** History of Classical Literature.’ 

IV. 
A GREEK-ENGLISH LEXICON. Compiled 


a oe GEORGE LIDDELL, D.D., Dean of Christ 
€ 


urch, Oxford, and Ropert Scott, D.D., Dean of 


Rochester, late’ Master of Balliol College, Oxford. 
Seventh Edition. Revised and Augmented through- 


out, with the co-operation of Professor DRISLER of 


Columbia College, New York. 4to, sheep, $10.00. 
Vv. 
LL AND TIP; or, The Adventures of a Boy 


daDog. By yam Es Orts, author of “ Toby Tyler,” 
ete. Illustrated. I16mo, are $1.00, 


PERICLES, PRINCE OF TYRE. By Witu1AmM 


SHAKESPEARE. Edited, with notes, by WILLIAM J. 
RouFrs, A. M , formerly Head Master of the High 
School, Cambridge, Mass. With engravings. 16mo, 
cloth, 56 cents; paper, 40 cents. 


VII. 
THE TWO NOBLE KINSMEN. By Jonny 


FLETCHER and WILLIAM SHAK RSPEARE. Edited, 
with notes, by WILLIAM J. RoLre, A. M . formerly 
Head Master of the High School, Cambridge, Mass. 
With engravings. l6mo, cloth, 56 cents; paper, 40 


cents. 
Vii. 


JAMES AND PHILIP VAN ARTEVELD. Two 


Episodes in the History of the Fourteenth Century. 
By JamMEs HuTTon. 4to, paper, 20 cents, 


I¥. 
CHARACTER READINGS FROM “ GEORGE 
ELIOT.” Selected and arranged by NATHAN 


SHEPPARD, editor of “ The Dickens Reader.” With 
illustrations. 4to, paper, 25 cents. 


THE NEW NOVELS 


PUBLISHED BY 


HARPER & BROTHERS, New York. 








Shandon Bells. By WILLIAM Brack. Illustrated: 
12mo, cloth, $1.25; paper. 20 cents. 


Bid Me Discourse. By Mary Crecrn Hay. 10 cents. 


It was a Lover and his Lass. By Mrs. OLIPHANT. 
20 cents. 
my Cousin Connaught. By the Author of “ The Queen 
f Connaught.” 15 cents, 


George b+ oie Mistake. By H. BADEN PRITCH- 

ARD. 20 cen’ 

Dukesborough Tales. Ry RicHarp MALCOLM JOHN- 
sTON. Lllustrated. 25 cents. 

Gabrielle de Bourdaine. By Mrs. JoHN KENT SPEN- 
DER. 20 cents. 


Kit:a Memory. By JaMEs PayN. Illustrated. 20 cts, 





aa” HARPER AND BROTHERS will send any of the 
above works by mail, postage prepaid, to any part of the 
United States, on receipt of the price. 


aay- HaRPERr's CATALOGUE mailed free om receipt of — 


Nine Cents in stamps. 


HARPER AND BROTHERS, 
Franklin Square, N. Y. 


HENRY WARD BEECHER. 


His Sermens are published in 1} clear type, in 
pe pa Pamphiet + FLY ee our PULPIT.”” 





wacdenions, 9 By the ‘we 82.06. 
phe Baty wee Theok jeal'S Students, $1.70 
Fords, hey Hulbert, New York. 





The Russian Empire. 


HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE 


By Joun Gepprer, F. R. G. 8., author of “ Lake 
Snogions in Central Africa,” etc. i2mo, cloth 
beveled, with maps, $2.00. 

Mr. Geddie has added with so much peeateking and 
skill to his own personal observations the information 
oiered ° from pace authentic sources.—[ The Congre- 


The wn — ‘thrown over its pes a charm far 
above that of romance. » Obse: 

The writer tells hisstor 7 with remarkahle vividness 
and picturesque “TT. —[( Christian Union. 

It is presented in a pleasant style, and the volume is 
one which will supply @ real wi ant. “f The Churchman, 
New York. 

His book is well — with maps. It has, too,a 
good index.—[ The Advance, Chicago. 

Mr. Geddie describes the ooen lose with picturesque- 

ness and force.—| Boston Sunda 

Mr. Geddie’s book is a valuable contribution to Rus- 
- history brought down to the present day.—| The 

ial, Chicago. 

aan The above for sale by the principal booksellers, 
or will be forwarded, postpaid, on receipt of price. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 
42 Bleecker St., New York. 


LYONSHEALY 


State & Monroe Sts., Chicago. 
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Ladies, It ls For Your Interest 








es 








TEMPLETON, Mass., Jan. 8th, 1883. 
Allison Bros.—Gentlemen: “Thecake 
of ‘ Death on Dirt’ soap was used on two 
successive washings with great satisfac- 
tion. Mrs. Bullard and our washer- 
woman, who greatly wondered what had 
come over me when I told them I should 
invest 10 cents in ‘ Death on Dirt,’ will 
now give me no peace until they. are in- 
sured a steady supply.” Resp’y, 


E. W. BULLARD. 





The Boston Congregationalist says: 
“We know this soap to be exactly as 
represented ; it having been tried by some 
members of our staff and found to be 
everything that is claimed.” 





ATEN, NEB., Jan. 10th, 1883. 
Allison Bros.—Sirs: ‘Your ‘Death 
on Dirt’ soap is a valuable help on wash- 
ing-day. Wife says the clothes come 
out whiter than when using other soap, 
saving the boiling and much hard labor 
in rubbing.” Yours truly, 


LEWIS BRIDGMAN. 





The Portland, Me., Transcript en- 
dorses “ Death on Dirt’? unqualifiedly, 
saying that they had tested it and found 
it to be everything that is claimed. 





BrrD, OCEANA Co., MICH., Jan. 20, 83. 
Allison Bros.: “We have used your 
‘Death on Dirt’ soap according to direc- 
tions and find it all it is advertised for, 
and are especially pleased with its pure 
and delicate effect on the skin; it is 
superior to the best German castile.” 


W. A. Hos. 





The Western Methodist Book Concern. 
CINCINNATI, O., Feb. 3d, 1883. 
The editor of the Western Christian 
Advocate has tried the “ Death on Dirt” 
soap and liked it. Yours truly, 
WALDEN & STowE. 











TO TEST THESE ASSERTIONS. 


If they are True (and no Housekeeper should Rest 
until she has Tested their truth), she is almost 
culpable who neglects to take advan- 
tage of them and to save Health 
and Strength thereby. 








"Death i Dirt” Soap is Guaranteed to Work these Wonders 


t. “ Death on Dirt” cleanses clothing without boiling. 
Pi “Death on Dirt” swectens the clothes and causes no odors. 
3rd. “ Death on Dirt” expels the dirt from clothing without rubbing. 
4th. “ Death on Dirt” causes the kitchen utensils to shine and sparkle, 
5th. “Death on Dirt” sweetens the odious dish rag. 
6th. “ Death on Dirt” is endorsed by all housewives who use it. 
7th. “ Death on Dirt” cannot injure your hands or clothes. 
8th. “ Death on Dirt” does what no other soap can do, or has done. 
Sth. “ Death on Dirt” is endorsed by editors who publish its results, 
10th. “ Death on Dirt” is perfectly harmless. 


ALLISON BROS., Sole Manufacturers, Middletown, Conn 


‘DEATH ON DIRT” 


Is especially commended as a HOUSEKEEPER’S FRIEND, because 


THE WASH-BOILER MUST NOT BE USED. 


The tea-kettle will furnish all the hot water required for a large washing. A small gas 
or oil stove will heat all the water necessary for a large washing. 
It ENTIRELY does away with unwholesome steam and bad odors. 
The wash-water needs only to be lukewarm. 
Be sure to heat the water in the tea-kettle. 
The clothes will not smell of the soap. 
White flannels to be washed with other white pieces. 
It washes in hard water freely. 
No other soap will do the work so well. 
It cleans clothes, glassware—everything indeed. 


“DEATH ON DIRT” is a peerless family soap. 


Try it once and you will never be without it. 


$100, tf iT Fats To Do ALL we cLaim ForiT. $100), 
ALLISON BROS., Sole Manufacturers, Middletown, Conn. 





ELMWOOD, ILL., Jan. 12th, 1883. 
Messrs. Allison Bros.: “I received the 
cake of soap ‘Death on Dirt,’ and used 
it according to directions. Its work was 
satisfactory, it will accomplish all you 
claim for it in removing dirt and abridg- 
ing the labors of wash-day.” 

Mrs, 8. V. STEVENS. 





The Brattleboro’, Vt., Household, the 
great woman’s paper of the country, 
wheels into line and says they know 
“Death on Dirt” to be exactly as repre- 
sented. 


Lrua, N. Y., Jan. 16th, 1883. 
Sirs: “I have used your ‘Death on 
Dirt’ soap. Ican freely say it is a great 
labor saving as well as time saving 
soap.” Respectfully, 
Mrs, A. STERLING. 





PaGosa SPRINGS., COL., Jan. 14th, 1883. 
Messrs. Allison Bros.: “I made a 
trial of your famous soap, ‘ Death on 
Dirt,’ and found it fully equal to your 
representations, when it comes into uni- 
versal use good by Washing Machine and 

Agent.” Yours, &c., 
A. 8. DurTon. 





BRIGHTON, IowA, Jan. 13th, 1883. 
Sirs: “Have used ‘Death on Dirt’ 
three washings; like it very much as it 

does away with the steam.” 

8. SAVAGE. 

Wasiineton, N. H. Jan. 18th, 1883. 
Allison Bros.—Gentlemen: “I have 
used your soap ‘Death on Dirt’ twice 
according to directions and like it much. 
It takes out dirt marvelously, saves 
wood, water, labor and time, besides the 
clothes are whiter.” Respectfully, 
Mrs. JESSE F. BAILEY. 











THE DIRECTIONS MUST BE FOLLOWED. 


Drrectiows.—All we do to our clothes is to put them in a tub of warm water ; then take out one piece at a time ; soap light ; be careful to touch soiled places ; then roll up and put them 


back under the water. 


Let them remain from one-half to an hour, then take them out, rub lightly and the dirt will disappear. Should any dirty spots remain, soap those places again, 


put back as before ; then rinse in warm or cold water as may be convenient ; then, to the blue water, using less blueing than usual, add a small piece of soap; then wring and hang out, and 
you will find your clothes cleaner, whiter and sweeter than can be done with any other soap or compound. 





If you will send 10 cents for a regular 10 cent cake, the manufacturers will forward it by mail, and in order to do that it will cost them 12 cents in postage, 
saying nothing of the neat box to pack it in; this alone is PROOF ENOUGH of the value of the article, if it were not really a SOAP WONDER this would 
not do any good, but the Proprietors KNOW that wherever tried it is hailed as an emancipator from all the ills of wash-day, and that if you once give it a fair 
test—using it strictly according to directions—you will never after use any other Soap, and your neighbors will all want some. 
parison with other soaps making similar claims. 


The manufacturers invite com- 








This soap is not an experiment like some would-be rivals, 
grandfathers before them, practical soap manufacturers. 


Sold in New York City by Woodruff, Spencer & Stout and Clark, Holly & Ketchum. 
Me., by Twitchell, Champlin, & Co. and others. Providence, R. I., by Daniels & Cornell. Fall River, Mass., by Allen, Slade & Co. Worcester, Mass., by E. T. Smith & Co. 


N. Y., by Tracy, Wolverton & Wilson. Troy, N.-Y., by H. H. Darling & Brothers. Galveston, Texas, by H. H. Sears. Jacksonville, Fla., by Wm. Hurter & Co. 


simply their last and best production. 


The Messrs. Allison Brothers are like their father and 
“ DEATH ON DIRT ’”’ is 


Boston, Mass., by C. D. Cobb & Bros., Andrews, Barker & Bunton and others. Portland 


Albany, 
Stockton, Cal., by 


Hammond, Moore & Yardley, and all dealers in Pittsfield and Springfield, Mass., and Norwich, New London, Hartford, New Haven, Bridgeport, Conn. 


Ask for “ DEATH ON DIRT" Soap and take no other. 





A single trial will make you its life-long friend. 


At the bottom of the last page will be feund a statement of the protection furnished the subscribers of The Sunday School Times against fraudulent advertisements. 
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New England Conservatory: of »Music, , |Chureh wt ig 


RANKLIN SQUARE, BOSTON, MASS., : Cor, of Cambelae® pas and » Mase. Grove Streets, 


Builders of thé ih re “Be, “New .OLp SouTH” 
CHURCH, SHRIST © ation” Baltimore, Sr. 
PETER'S, Philadelphia, ALL Saints’, Worcester, 
Mass. FAIRBANKS’ MEMORIAL CHURCH, St. Johns 
burg, ¥ t., and many others. Send for circulars. 

















The EXTEY ORGAN 


will deserve the repu- 
tation of former years 
by the continued ad. 
dition of all the em- 
beltishments and im- 
provements that costly 
and skilled artisans 
can produce. 
InuusTRatTeD CatTa- 
Loeuss, with elegant 
and varied styles, sent 
free to all applicants. 


i-_-. 


Tr 
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at 
ti 
vY 
Ht 





ens eraabin +t 


Awarded by the United States Commissioners to 


i! PRINE'S MANUFACTORY, 


: Is the Largest and Most Splendidly Equipped Conservatcr and College of 
| 48 Canal and 141 Friend Sts., ory ; athe © ™ 66 


Music in the World. 
Boston, Mass. 
: PRICES: $30, 35, 45, 65, 75, 85, 90, 105, 125 to 
; $523 per ser. 





































































J. ESTEY &CO., 
Churches will be furnished direct from the Manu- THE COURSE OF INSTRUCTION Brattleboro, Vt. 
Mm Pt notographs and Prics, ‘Lists sent by tall. ge Has also been enlarged to afford all who desire it 
’ : 2» jae D0 eda to Ord @il Who desire Rosewood 
Ht 2 fz A BROAD AND LIBERAL CULTURE ORGAN, Stool and Book 
; / ge In the Common and Higher English Branches, Literature, Modern Languages, Oratory, and Wonttte wathasah Oo eke at 
ag 3 &8¢ Dramatic Action, Physical Culture, and the Fine Arts, in addition to the distinctive 
1 : 3 = s advantages of the Conservatory of Music. GOLD MEDAL, og 1878, 
| - 3 ee wr BAKER’S 
: 5 
i ‘ 25 THE BEST HOME ACCOMMODATIONS FOR 550 LADY STUDENTS. Break fast Corda. 
nt e* 
i | Warranted absolutely pure 
a SHAW, APPLIN & co., The Home is located in the very heart of Boston, confessedly the musical and artistic centre of America. Cocoa, from which the excess of 
: P ] Oh h * Tuition from $15 to $20, according to the branthes taught. Board and Room Rent per week from $4.50 to Oil has been removed. It has three 
: ar. anaes ure, and Lo Furniture $7.50, according to the choice of rooms. Apply for Calendar or enrollment to times the strength of Cocoa mixed 
? i / Pass. _E. TO U with Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
Hi CHURCH FURNITURE. RJEE, Director, Boston, Mass. ETT Site wate, 
mit SESE ees aw ee eee cal, 8 delicious, ’ 
i} 8. 8S. BANNERS. LEAT STATS NE NN NNR SSR SASS strengthening, easily digested, and 
i : } _R. GEISLER, 127 Clinton Place (W. 8th St.), N. Y. Y PRESENTS !.4+— admirably adapted for invalids as 
ht } Beatty's 0 P: well as for persons i1 in health. 
ie ARTISTIC itty’s Organs © <h Pianofortes.. thet dheemseareegntans 
ia THE MOST SUCCESSFUL HOUSE IN AMERICA.”—— 
! 2 SILK BANNERS iy the sj ol opereAing ~ 4 R C0., Dorchester, Mass. 
i} many will buy some | Ae ak Chee 
}} FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. rt at some for HOLID "LY, Birthday or a - z 
H Seid dS LAR, xew York ma Roma oatigstanty og NE 2 
: d e an an N or - ° ~— 
; i, FOR HAND BOOK. ‘nial ¥O TE. Before you make 2 # Be 
i) i> chase write for LL USERA: cD 53 22 
1} CATALOGUE ‘show! ant as ay 
Hi HEL styles at lowest prices. DO or RS 4- 
i) | SEAD TOR MOLEDAX Orne. a 
@ x Bs ‘< 
H| 1S A REDUGED OUTLINE LARS, NOW RE Dalesathe anibbenastess the retail 1 Sy S¢ 
4 \| buyer.ey If ion pve nite write a letter send a postal anywa: A as 
ae Address or call upon PASTE, EF. BEATTY, At <= 
i} | BEATTY’S MANUFACTORY : iF TTY’s OFFICES AND W AREROOMS: S =f 
gal Raliroad Ave. & Beatty St. 5 { Beatty Building, W ashingten A’ $ a e 4S 
H | WASHINGTON, NEW JERSEY, UNITED STATES OF isitbioay 5 B3 
I ! “The Largest Organ and Piano Establishment in Existence.” a g = 
i earns i pussies Tak a WATS A Eceata: ghQ | Fhe tor ad mont teveahle provera 
ia he aK RE SAE, FBG > in the world for constipation and the disorders that 
‘i ; 


attend it. 
Ladies and children, and those who dislike taking 


$6.75 FOR A $100 8. S. LIBRARY. PER YEAR FOR MONTHLY 8.8. PAPERS | Pills and nauseous medicines, are especially pleased 
* For $6 75 we sell 100 volumes choicest $1 to $1.50 8. 8. C. —eeeees when bought in lots of ten or with its agreeable qualities, 
Library books, p in pampolet form, neat covers, wire moe. Papers size of the ordinary. One immense TROPIC-FRUIT LAXATIVE may be used in all 




















i : x 
| mga A er cz pee Ue Th eigen Ae sage Be eb pone 9 1 Ot SOs pen rey: Sun gotneny woeliy gm Oe. per Yene- cases that need the aid of a purgative, cathartic, or 
D Gvee aot ge he wos bel siabiekiebe take: 106 for $11.48. C= YEAR FOR QUARTERLIES, aperient medicine, and while it produces the same re- 
: ( 0 { Scholars’ Lesson Helps, with music, patent old " ‘se . > 
‘ OF THE LORED ESIGN, 10 FOR A $10 TEACHERS’ LIBRARY. aC Sod aew tues Sonmeasin, 2 dna’ eateiith. sult as the agents named, it is entirely free from the 
forthe Sunda School lesson of Nau L91M82 7 Ten Soaks ogee B Nand Dictionar Commentar B Teachers’ Helps 180. te 24¢. per year. S.mples iree, weal objections common to them. Packed in 
: nd Por Creu Cireul: Te un worth th The. t0 $..50 each: TEACHERS’ BIBL The ccie- bronzed tin boxes only. Price, 25 cts. Large 
} Ar Circulan wasn Ot. ie singly, lbc. pea he Hbraries §! 4% posip’d. 1.30 ford. with _— ay any boxes, 50 cts. SOLD BY ALL FIRST-CLASS 
' Yo ALL 5. S:SUPERDTENpEyrs; SUNDATY-SCHOOL ORGAN, | retis. tsvies, maps, ew. most compicte teachers Bitivextant. | DRUGGISTS, or mailed on receipt of price. 

0 woe Sevgn stepe, fear fell ootaves, four acts of reeda (as | neabne® ells edges, h erreng Muding, fer $1 a Rest Kid lined, J. E. HETHERINGTON, Proprietor, 
end us yournama ratbaritt ¢ classed), large volume, rich and power- =. = sto, sewed, 016.. for $8.20, postpaid. Park Place, New York. 
Bad eddress.and we will send you a 





MEDINA’S 
LISBON WAVE. 


This famous wave is 
far the cheapest in the 
end, as it never gets 








we St. P ui On clock, $1 50 cach; on cloth $8 per dus. ; postage extra 5 couts each, 
PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH CO, . ‘e a 4, Geach och, § ach; on Price $3 





ae 4 vst improvements, $35. Seud for particu ars 4 NTHEM BOOK.@ sor. bw 
NS 4; correct to latest survey. Old Testament size, choice 
‘ FREE SAMPLE. Mv MAPS. | tee at New Testament Palestine, and Trav- C anthems: ablest wiiters pe ented ions sold, 


: yep BOOK. For shart and Sunday- seahoet 
| REWARD CARDS, tr. wee |Gc. SONG BOO. boos tats 
eent packs . Ten packs, 80. Sample pack. assorted, léc. } extra, cts Catalogue 
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4 MENEELY BELL FOUNDRY. DAVID C. COOK, RevoLvuTiIon SUNDAY positing PUBLISHER, 46 Adams St., Chicago. ; jout ateer!, Bx Eve one 
; ee 
! é evoreniy known faite mite since e ia , : $5, 96. $8, $6, $8, $10, 2, ‘and 
@ se Sher bt an Gunes tod Pen WKS=THE MOST POPULAR BOOK OF THE DAY. BBE ce: French 11 
. F , est Frenc air 
. ft MENEELY & (8., West TROY, ¥. Y. Giuatiehes. 
| h f afi: ~ Meee’ 23 in. 2 on. for 
@ . on “ 
@ The Album Writer's Friend. Bs Bon |B 
i Fd Containing 300 Choice Gems of Poetry and Prose for os Me 
' a writing in Autograph Albums. 64 pagés, paper covers, These goods are one- 
; é pe mend pty Ape Adress , cents. Postage IN | ERPRETED third less than can be 
: ‘ same as Cas! ddress, bought of any house 
i os 38 Conv Tse & CO., 81 FLIBLE | York, in the country, 
| f UNDEL LIBLE INK. y REV. HERBERT W. MORRIS, D.D th f* Sel Bib N di ger ote redial te Arcelie: sapemmalateamaas 
» ie .D., author o ence and the le.” The Natural Wonders 
} a 0 prepara’ 7 pra on a ‘Spiritual Teachings of the’ Sun unfolded and éxplained, and the beautiful Analogies between the Sun of | Goods forwarded on approval without money to any 
. C0 hea seve ed, Estab. Nature and the Sun of Righteousness clearly traced out. A book for every Bible reader, every student of | address in the United States. Send for circular. 
er fo lis Wonrn. Su ee" science, for every member ofthe family, Full of inspiration, Able, Earnest, Devout. More interesting than JOHN MEDINA 
very popnlar r decorative work on linen. Rec'd | romance. “ The interestin the theme is sustained t roughout, and the closin chapters hold the attention, aVSay 
\ Feet fh fedal & Diploma. Sold ev erywhere, an poove the wine and heart on fully as do the optalng eae.” Re. homes H. Skinner, D.D., | ae gl Theol. PARIS Hark Store, 
en a = Semina “Tt gives me great pleasure to express my high appreciation o this work.’ —Rev, Edwin F. Hat- | . > 
? ' BARLOW’S THE Ra ¥ by G a. ee UE. | Seid, D. 4 Stated Clerk, Presb. Gen’ {Assembly “T have read with delight, many sections of this book.”- Eider | 426 Washington Street (cor. Summer), Boston, Mass. 
Sj oce MeGarvey, Prest. College of the Bible Lexington, K ve * No one can read the volume without obtaining | 
q INDIGO BLUE D. 8. ww 1 TRERG E i Prop.,| | higher and clearer views of the person of Christ.”—Rev. Wm. Bacon Stevens, D.D., Bishop P. E. Church, | EMBROIDE RY SiL K, 
h} 233 N. Second St., Phila, Pa. Diocese of Penna. AGENTS WANTED EVERYWH PRE. Time may be saved, and first choice of territory | 
it — secured, by ordering CANVASSING OUTFIT AT ONCE. This willbe mailed, 7 said, for $1.00, whic 40 Cents per Ounce, worth $1. 
: IT PAYS '9 201! ovr Paphgy Printing Stamps, Sam. | 8¥m will be returned when 20 books are sold. See e, J,.C,MecCt r & CO., Phila., Pa. Pa. | A mths and first class quality factory, ends, odd 
ples free ten & Co,, Cleveland, 0. Balary and expenses $iG PAY to sell our ne Printing Stamps en and assorted colors, at less than half-price. 
~~ ¥ |Salesmen Wanted. (oscil nursery stock. Samples free. TAYLOR BROS, & CO..Cleveland,0. | P. 8.—Agents allowed a commission. 





NTED for the Best and Fastesi- or ia i ST. 
A SENTRA Naan aed sites Prices reduced | CHAS. W. STUART, Newark, Wayne Co., New York. | WE YA NT 100 nor BOOK AGENTS | BRAINERD & ARMSTRONG Co., 
SS percent. NaTIoNaL PUBLISHING Co., Phila., Pa. TREASURY 30 ,OOO SOLD! By POPES em. Sous, Sanat pen Ree Beet 939 Market8t., Pails. or 469 Broadway, N. Y. 


PERMANENT a and LUCRATIVE. BUSINESS | Agents Wan ar | SEND Bi cia 8 cia OF $1.00 Tor 
OF SONG secs; | OUR WILD INDIANS. ,¢ JED LEi? sicremene 











women in every —s “Address. with ‘stamp 


















| ‘a 
WILMOT, CASTL&, & Co, ester, BiG; ‘Would’ Cost in sheet ‘form in stores near: Introduction b; Sherman. Superb Dlustrations, This | peareaueee or shoulders. 
‘ anieetl by eich emia Aepeen ziti s be oes work vas Yl for by | rea‘t Arthur, Gen. Gran — i ~ BROS, Inventors 
AGENTS Wanted fc per oe x Paps OY auch, eminent pti, go Pate, | Re Nendo cena’ en, Sadi Indorera as the most Washington St. oston, Mase 
an po and mabie om Thrilling book ever wri hibe wildfire, 

works of : eds Books & Bibles immensely povilar. Salta very "fast. yd and is the grandest chance to coin ones a TS, nts. FREE ! By Retura Mail—A full description af 
loge win pice, acting xt mewdied everywhere ; Liberal terms. reos HUBBAND BROS 7: yy it. For terms, ad. Send for Circulars. Extra Terms, Specimen Plate, ete., all free, Moopy’s New TaILor System of Dress 
6 N, Fourth Fourth St. Philadelphia. Pas 3 Chestnut St., Phila. tA. D, WORTHINGTON & CO., Hartford, Conn, | Currine. D.W. MOODY. & Cr 31 W, 9th, Cincinnati, O, 
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RUSSIAN er caine’ cade 10 to 16 pits 
£COu, the | i, the re bnew Urrai mall woh, and ges 
wipta Cabhaukete to The cork. 
iAwmori a have bere mK 


we te <TC CMBR, 
He feet in length, & suake, ~~ fhe. 
SaNctuNetsy a" a treat cal eet  & cole 
rma red. fruit, cE 
peers SEEDS, ~~ "5 Pty Bloods 





| IND BE ¢ AY, INC ap THAT IT T JUST ILY Wash. Swiet Corn ( Triumph), Carrot? 

: Curled), Cucumber, (Green Clurr 
A a nie ADS ~~: WORLD Sask ee deci aah ees 
4 4 L ch ASRS" Seo, 9 Round Leaved), 


L iM. sure 
NE W 11CAGO., 


(Acme), bg 2 SELEC 
FLOWER SEEDS, 












poo 


_D. LAMSRE TH ‘SONS SONS pifitaBetenia 


7 18 Greenhouses. 2othYear. 
Beautijui atalogue vf avout 100 pages, free. 


nov a x rf Pear 
ss A for vires Fe $1.50 
























TRARY SEVEN SeTsvets 
"& HARRISOT 


N, MAULE & C0.’S SEEDS $ HAVE NO SUPERIOR intend " 


cur SPROLAL TIES 
i TAL) MAMMOTH Ang EST BEST VEGEIIOLES iecee 
"4 Eee “~~ Fane lege own: 


SEWINC MACH NE ee 708 6 TB TAME, 


ADDRESS 0. at i ean Coan rae We 5 male 10 SF noas 
Warr SEM Sewinc MACHINE C AND. 0. —_ 4! ee os! re BUO.. choiceat we have et up one of 


v. our seeds must Aliwe askisa 
LLY oF 11,500 vartotion, oll warranted, 300 illus. 
DIAMOND 
DYES. 


~ Tah 
“Py oo Best Dyes Ever Made. 


Address 
DELPHIA.PA. 
a@” FOR SILK, WOOL, OR COTTON. “@& 

DRESSES, COATS, SCARFS, HOODS, - 
YARN, STOCKINCS, CARPET RACS, 
RIBBONS, FEATHERS, or any fsbric or 
fancy article easily and perfectly colored to any 
shado. Black, Brown, Green, Blue, Scarlet, 
Cardinal Red, Navy Blue, Seal Brown, Olive Wiens and 
Green, Terra Cotta and £0 other best colors. ACTS C D RECTLY upon upon pon the rest nervous and organic contre 
Warranted Fast and Durable. Esch package will 


color one to four lbs. of goods. If you have rever <> HAS E acme —— a CURES, 7” 
. 4 . John J. Ley of 











ing for it.” 
(Please state in what pa: er gee 41 saw this). 


Peter fhandaroen 
: Cortlandt S 
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used Dyes try these onco. You will be delighted. 

" Sold by druggists, or send us 10 cents and any vy ry whe 

ul , color wanted sent post-paid. 24 colored samples 
and asct of fancy cards sent for a Sc. stamp. 

WELLS, RICHARDSON & 00., Burlington, Vt. 


4 ne hie who cures wt than cases of natural 
e omit i‘ Boston Journal of Commerce, 
: mania tia | (lg re Soe = 


Ss For gilding Fancy Baskets, Frames, Lamps, 
NHALATION. 11098 ana iti iitt io ae i aeaea ease, Poe Pas 


Chandeliers, and for all kinds of ornamental work. 











Equal to any of the high priced kinds and énly 
Kk. 10cts. a package,at the druggists ,or post-paid from 
WELLS, RICHARDSON & CO., Burlington, Vt. 


MRS.POTTS: 
COLD HANDLE SAD iROh 














Bands on 
buttons an inj toc’ 


= ; lothes. ‘ 
: ADVANTAGES] AGENTS WANTED cisistsca errs WetngBeeas usninfaress eatie the” cil, te 








ny DO NOT BURN THE HAND, SAFE PROMPT LIBERAL 
DETACHABLE WALNUT HANDLE, —= 

, DOUBLE POINTED, IRON BOTH WAYS, es ROVI ; EN j ano GRAZING LANDS ane rounc on 

m BEST IN USE AND: CHEAP we NOrthern Pacific R.R. 


+] 
THREE IRONS, ONE HANDLE AND A iIFE iw» MINNESOTA, DAKOTA, 
STAND TO A SET. Lo AND - ano MONTANA. 


























; FOR SALE BY THE OF PHILADELPHIA. BIG CROP AGAIN IN 1881 
ant TRADE In Third Me. 22, 1845. 
Exceedingly low death-rate. Simple, intelligible. untechnicul form of policy. Liberality and Low PRICES ; LONG Time: REBATE FoR IMPROVE- 
accommodation to policy-holders. Conservative management. Strict business meth MENT; REDUCED FARE AND FREIGHT TO SETTLERS. 
why GENTLEMEN OF ADDRESS AND INTELLIGENCE WANTED TO ACTAS AGENTS, Apply to the Company. FoR FULL INFORMATION, ADORESS 
or 
Cards, HERMANN TROTT, Gen. Lano Act. 
: rint YourOun-««| § SMALL FRUITS!" ee eee 
m James River, Va., in rth 
Ferpisiceec geen ae 2 and Grape Wimewe Ope of ts age FARMS $32stecitencedatae hee 
: Gon Seas rine Cegeeat | Sls calgengae GEEDS GIVEN AW. ANAL Apeon ial 
ot 1, fi id 2 1 alogue o REEDS G NA 
for circular to \ | Presses, Type, Cards, &c.,, to the fi povellies. cf Pp R iE Park 
4 pe, c., to the factory ° ‘iedeam Seeds (350 kinds > be Lam auneae 
0. BVALID CUAIL WORKS, New Laven KELSEY & CO., Meriden, Conn. | Sornvrait-an- tie "mas © cine, all for stamp. 
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EDUCATIONAL. 
IVERSIDE FAMILY SCHOOL for G 
oe 


for Wi rate iy Collage, 
For ct Delle TS he ¥ og 


OUNG LADIES’ HO ES SEMIN RaRY ee, 
? or 


ve 


ongh leasan Re 
M,. WEL "Principal, at Htiginustown, Wie 3 Jersey. 


~ROSTON SCHOOL OF ORATOR v. 
ULL course TWO YHARS: ter course, one year. 
bp} fonteee system o homer! a % map ieee 
course © mnast orm na Oc 7 
cation at Hy ee eect Bi tomon: ‘Mass. October int to 


6th, from wena M For catalogued apply 0 Prin, 


Usual Literary Courses 
Greenwich Academy. with aMpaical Institute 
and mercial College, Founded 1802. Both 
Sexes. Influences decidedly reli ome care and 
comforts, Charmingly loca’ Narragansett 
Bay and on direct route from N. Y. to Boston, Grand 
-_ 








ous. 
on 


gpportawieies for salt water bathing and ne 
erms moderate, By re opens 
ie free, Rev, F, LAKE 
, East Greenwich, R. I. 


arch 27. Cata- 


- LEE, A. M., “prinei- 





HAVERFORD COLLEGE, PA. 


THOMAS CHASE, LL.D. (Harv.) President, 
Dates care of members of the Society of Friends, but 
open to others. Gassioal and Scientific C = 

No Pre tory rtment. Location in thecountr, 

nine mil be weet of Philadelphia, on the Penna, R. 
sameuelly healthfal, and remarkably free from un- 
desirable associations. Bulidings situated in a beautifol 
park of sixty acres. Both boarding and day students 
received, Students have practical work in an Astro- 
nomical Observ: vaser7. | the = est_ near Philadel- 
poe pec inawes -appointed mical Laboratory. 
‘arefully selected ee i rary of of srr 000 vois,, to whose 
shelves students Limited numbers 


bring each pe ey Free core, nal influence of 

ro ors. Next Half Year Degina oth month (nepe. ) 

2th, 1883. For circulars, etc, apply to Pror. A. C 

THOMAS MAS, A. HAVERFORD COLLEGE 
iT OFFICE, Penn’ AS 


TEACHERS WANTED 


tion form.” 
National 


For vacancies. Address 
ith stamp for “ applica- 

of our “ Public Selwol Journal,” 
eachers’ Agency, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


FOR EASTER SUNDAY 


The Gates of Day.-. new fe rencrior 


Service with appropriate Seri ections. 
written expressly for the occasion by Rev. 

Rn Wry. 16 pages, 
Price, $4.00 per 100; 5 cents by mai), 


Biglow & Main’s 
Easter Annual No. 7. 


A fine collection of Carols by favorite authors. 8 pages. 
Price, $4.00 per 100; 5 cents by mail. 

















A full Catalogue of Haster Carols, Services, and An- 
thems, sent on request. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, . 
76 East Ninth Street, | 81 Randolph Street, 
__ NeW YORK. CHICAGO. 


SCHOOL MUSIC | 


NOWHERE ELSE 


than in the establishment of OLIVER DiTrson & 








Co. 


are published so } , 80 useful, so varied, so brilliant 
gnd every way asetof MUSIC BOOKS 
Schools, Seminaries, 
Academies, Colleges. 
ere men hundreds of Sibern, ear 


pee Mey ER 


i Ceeeeemonee gy ben 
ores, and chPES He IN RO un 
e older 
Soe cree MER Lohy ee (ete) Vb 

merson and 
“ s = demands Se 


a Plunsine ae 
=) meat acai 


Kins; So n, 
Host (ech arog area oe and 
lists. 
Well Collection ( ah Br Morse ; 
vocal eke 5, Us Gneker Beton (i) Rar wentl ag 


Five Hundred Instructors for all ca bend 
including the world-famous Richardsen’s New 
Mothe for Pianotorte ($25), and many thou- 
sands of Songs eces, always ready for the Music 

epertmens, of Seminarios and Colleges. Send for 
lists. Any book mailed for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 
©. H. DITSON & CO., 867 Broadway, New York. 
READY MARCH 1lrx, 


PURE DELIGHT. 


A NEW SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
MUSIC BOOK. 


By GEO. F, ROOT and C. C. CASE, 
CROWDED FROM COVER TO COVER 


With Gems of Gospel Song, 


By the Best Writers, 
EVER Y PIECE OF VALUE! NODRY 
AND USELESS MATTER! ! GOOD 
WORDS AND GOOD pom i! 


Those totenting to adopt a new book this season 
will be am repaid by waiting for " PURE 
DELIG ee #2 pages. Printed on toned paper, 
and handsomely bound in neerde. Pree, 35 cts. by 
mail; $4.20 per dozen by mail, post os +$3.60 per dozen 
by express, cha es not prepaid magic sample copy, 
in boards, 5 cents. 

SPECIMEN PAGES FREE! 
PUBLISHED BY 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., 











NRovS'Unten Sewanee} Cincinnati, 0. 
SYMBOL GIFTS « vm eae ene | 


Rowe ss Four Fourth ire ‘Now + York Dity. 


THIRTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT 


New York Life Insurance Co. 


OFFICE, Nos. 346 and 348 BROADWAY. 


JANUARY 1, 1883. 








Amount of Net Cash Assets, January 1, 1882. ... . $45,130,006.86 
REVENUE ACCOUNT. 








Premiums Aa Te. 

Less deferred prem! 452,161. i090, 152,627.38 

Interest and rents tingiading reciaed i oniine on real estate sold)... . 3,089,273. 21 

Less interest accrued JANUAry 1, 1BBZ.......cc...cccessesessscscssssenssssscnsesesssessesenrneseses ‘991 254.80— 2 ,798 ,018.41— $11,950,645.79 


$57 ,080,652.65 
DISBURSEMENT ACCOUNT. 


Losses by death, including Reversionary additions to same.. ibe 

Endowments matured and discounted, inelading Reversionary 

Annuities, dividends, and returned premiums on cancelled ary gaat 
Total paid Police ECR: TIER 

































TAXES ANA Pe-IMBUPANCOB.. ...i...6...0.issercecsesese-ssegheegssescecsesengsecesendeaee 234,678.27 
Commissions, brokerages, agency expenses dnd physicians’ - ae. 332 038. 

Office and law expenses, salaries, advertising, printing, etc.. 385,111. 18— $862,137.54 
| $48,918,515.11 
ASSETS. 

| Cash in bank, on hand and in tranalt (since FeCeL ved) ao nae a $1,276,026.67 

Invested in United Sta New York City and omnes stocks, (market v: 

$19,953,956. 52) 18,072,074.81 
Real Estate........ stata . 4,133,065. 13 
Bonds and mor lie estate, (buildings thereon it ed 

$17,950,000.00 and the policies "ign to the Company as additional collateral 

sec ‘urity de 19,306,940,16 
Temporary loans, “(secured ‘by ‘stocks, market value, S. 191, RODOD) 3... vids. Keke dl Dibaceacascns 4,313,000.00 
*Loans on existin policies, (the reserve held by ‘the Company on these policies 

REO PO MT Mit tacadles wossbiersee ete cessetvcecessnesechhbiccsecstechcsvestestecsercceescetlags docgiiinmecdthpes 032.23 | 
arvenly a and semi-annual premiums on existing policies, due susnogueny 20 ford 

ary 1 540,555.91 
*Premiums on ‘existing policies in course of transmission and collection . 394,395.19 
Smee” PAR asancth cab ver ino cosh asap «stv gah eoes sadotododeds gh 62,424.95 


Accrued interest on investments January 1, 188% 
Excess of market value of securities over cost. 
*A detailed sch, dule of these items will accompar 
the Insurance Department of the State of New York. 


CASH ASSETS, January 1, 1883.............. $50,800,396.82 


Appropriated as follows: 


326,000, 06— a ey } 
the usual annual report filed uv ar 

















Sipunted losses, due subsequent to Segre Eee ee sbévbedescheubérsastevensipates hitman $351,451.21 
rted losses, awaiting Proof, CtC..........ccccccceecsceccssecsssseeneteens ae 138,970.23 
Matured endowments, due and tinpaidi, (claims not presented 53,350. 
Annuities, due and unpaid (uncalled for) 
Reserved for nsurance on e — pais participating insurance at 4 per cent, 
Carlisle net preaniarn? non- nes ing at 5 per cent, Carlisle net premium... -- 43,174,402.78 
Reserved for contingent liabilit dies to tine Dividend, Fund, January 1, 
pe over and veadper cent. reserve on existing policies of t nn B84 
Addition to the Bund during ‘1882 for surplus afid matured ‘reserves.....0"1, 00908. 00 
®. 164,210.03 
DEDUCT- 
Returned to Tontine policy-holders i. the year on Matured Tontines., 1 _1,072,837.87 
Balance of Tontine Fund wba pot 1, 1883... mR AS BERD 2,001 372.16 
Reserved for premiums paid in advance. 35,782.36 
$45,851,555.03 
Divisible Surplus at 4 per cent. ...........+-++-. 4,948,841.79 


Surplus by the New York State Standard at 4} per ct., estimated at $10,000,000.00 


From the undivided surplus of $4,948,541 the Board of Trustees has declared a Reversionary dividend to par- 
ticipating policies in proportion to their contribution tosurplus, available on settlement of next annual premium. 


During the year 12,178 policies have been issued, insuring $41,325,520. 


Jan. 1, 1879, 45,005, Jan. 1, = $125 232,144. 
Number of Jan. 





1, 1880, 45,705, Amount | Jan. 1, 1880, 127,417,763. 

an. 1, 1881, 48,548. Jan. 1, 1831, 135, 726, 916. 

Policies in force. | San: 1882, 53, at risk Jan. 1, 13882° 151°760,824. 

Jan, 1, 1883, 60, 150. Jan. 1, 1883, 171,415,097. 
$h, ih 876. , $1,948,665. Jan. 1, 1879, $2,811,436. 
Death- ( iso 1879, 569 84. Income ( Tero; 2'033,650. Divisible Jan. 1, 1880, 3 3°120,371. 
claims 1890, i "731,721, from. 18380, 2,317 ,889. Surplus at ~ Jan. 1, 1881, 4,295,096. 
paid 1 1881, 2013 208. Interest | 1881, 2,432,654. 4per cent. | Jan. 1, 1882; 4,827 036. 
1382) 1,955 1882) 2,798,018. Jan. 1, 1383, 4,948,841. 

TRUSTEES : 
MORRIS FRANKLIN, DAVID DOWS, EDWARD MARTIN, 


WM. H. APPLETON, 
WILLIAM BARTON, 
WILLIAM A. BOOTH, 
H, B. CLAFLIN, 
JOHN M. FURMAN, 


HENRY BOWERS, 
LOOMIS L, WHITE, 
ROBERT B. COLLINS, 
8. S. FISHER, R. SUYDAM GRANT, 
CHAS. WRIGHT, M.D., ARCHIBALD H. WELCH. 
WILLIAM H. BEERS, . 


THEODORE M. BANTA, Cashier. MORRIS FRANKLIN, 


D. O’DELL, Superintendent of Agencies. WILLIAM H. BEERS 
CHARLES WRIGHT, M.D., . 3 
* | Medical Examiners. Vice-President and Actuary. 


JOHN MAIRS, 
HENRY TUCK, M.D., 
ALEX. STUDWELL, 


President. 
HENRY TUCK, M.D., 


MORE & VANUXEM, Ceneral Agents, 


532 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Rei ROSES & CONCORD CRAPE VINES 


ord d to make every reader of thi the fol 
inefampe, we will® will send b mail, 4 FINES dN white pin red 
Or cure, aiid a premiam w: 





read, 
fere: crs: For SO Cc. andve 
will 


wate send 12 Beautitu ae. Howes selected from the best varieties, 
rou. oe. a Valor « ¥ ich hich will be the followin ch crimson ; Ayrera, silvery rose ; 
son Silene, my le eh omptvone, tin Parc, new, purplish Douglass, 
dark c ede Dijo rare white climber ucherey sain atine Fink k, profuse Pactole, 
sulphur ‘tlows Yay, Du pore w sa Marin salmon rose; Marie s pal 
yellow; Ooare @, apricot yellow, .— a nd as 


iden cllow Marecha Neil Roses. 
Rogers, $1. Safe arrival guaran 


ex every oF otty we will ive one sor the Cane 
T Glroulars BES, Mer Snes ae b Nurseries, Chambers! ures Pa, 


EASTER CONCERT EXERCISES. 


Mr. W.R. Burnham, late Chairman of the Executive Committee of the International Sunday- 
school Convention, has prepared a Scriptural Concert Exercise for Easter: “The Power of 
Christ’s Resurrection.” 











It will be printed in pamphlet form, and sent by mail at the rate of 
$2.00 per hundred copies. 

Of the Exercises issued in previous years, the following will be reprinted: “‘ The Resurrec- 
tion,” by Franklin Fairbanks (of the International Lesson Committee). 
and the Life,” by James H. Flint. 
these will be sent by mail at $ 





“The Resurrection 
“ An Easter Service,”’ by the Rev. J. Max Hark. Either of 


2.00 per hundred copies. Sample of either Exercise sent by mail 
| on receipt of five cents. 





Address, JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


WHEELER & WILSON'S 


IMPROVED 
SEWING MACHINES 


for family use and all grades of manufacturing. 


Adapted to run by foot, hand, or steam power. 





New No. 8 Machine. 
Declared by the highest authorities 


“THE BEST IN THE WORLD.” 


Address 


Wheeler & Wilson 


Manufacturing Co., 
BELDOATA ES: On. 


John Wan amaker's 


teat Nagy in Dry < 
Wearing Appardl an 
Housekeeping ‘int- 
— sen ie nail express or freight, accord- 
ing to circumstances—subject to return and 

und of money if not satisfactory. Cata- 
logue, bts details, mailed on application. 

JOHN WANAMAKER, PHILADELPHIA 

We ons the roi retail stock in the United States. 


BONDS. 


Government, State, Municipal and School 
Bonds bought and sold. Special attention 
given to bonds of large cities and counties. 
Write us if you wish to buy or sell. 


PRESTON, KEAN, & CO., 


Bankers, Chicago. 


8% First Mortgages 


Large secu ng new. Send for circular. 
FRANCIS MITH & es Indianapolis, Ind. 


get full information about 
INV T our 7 per cent. farm mort- 
F —F = ne Se. 12 ntkine & Co- 
$4..000,000 — ar atkins ‘O- 
Ye Kansas, an R: 


Lawrence, id 243 Broadway, New Yor 







































Good News 
LADIES! 


ott SER tube for for our CELEBRATED TEAS and 
and eh weg MOSS-ROSE or 
GOLD-BAND AFA T (44 pieces), our own im- 
portation. Oneof these] peantifal China tea-sets given 
away to the party sending a club for $25. ‘his is the 
greatest inducementever offered. Sendin your orders 
and enjoy a cup of GOOD TEA or COFF EE, and at ie 
same timeé procurea HANDSOMECHINA TEA-SE 
Nohumbug. Good Teas 30c., 35¢., and 40c. per Ib. E _ 
cellent Téas 50c. and 60c., ‘and very best froma 65c. to 90c. 
When ordering, besure and mention 7 hat kindofTeas 
om want—whether Oolong, Mixed an, Imperial, 
oung Hyson, Gunpowder, or Rnalish reakfast. We 
arethe gidest and largest Tea Company in the business. 
The reputation of our house requires no comment. 
For ull pao address 
THEGREBAT AMEHICAN TEA COMPANY, 
P. O. Box 239. 3l and 33 Vesey St., N. Y. 


COOLEY CREAMERS. 


Their Superiority demon- 
strated. 
Their Success without a 
parallel 
They are SxeLF-SKIMMING. 
Five Gold Medals and 
Seven Silver Medals for 
——- oes. UsP_Less Icxr. 
fAKE BETTER BUTTER. 
Davis Swing Churns—Eureka 
or Workers and Printers, 
J A full line of butter factory 
su ee. Send tal for circulars and a ag: nial, 
T. FARM ACHINE CO., Bellows Falls, V 
for a Handsome set of aes or 
Send 25c. BIRTHDAY, and 25 beautiful Chromo 
ore. and our large Catalogue of PRINTING 
ES. GRACE & CO., Baltimore, Md. 


Flower Seeds. choice new varieties, by 
10c. ig W. N. Y. 
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The Sunday Schoo! Times intends to admit only acverwsomeass that are trustworthy. Should, however, an pevermances Ly 
will refun: becribers any money that they lose th 


publisher d vo sul 








party not in good standing be inadvertently inserted, 








